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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE avi Narrative of the Events of the Siegs 
of Lyons, will probably be found to be noe and 
eee intereting. A 


#/ — 


5 u an important chapter in the hiſtory of the 
French Revolution; for, it includes an account of 


che greater part of thoſe circumſtances which attend- 5 
ed the riſe, the efforts, and wa e of the 
FEDERALIST party. 


It is the firſt 1 and faithful account, which 
we have received, of the miſeries and miſtakes that 
prompted the inhabitants of Lyons ta reject the au- 


thority of the Convention; of the perfidious ſtra- 
tagems employed by the Facobins againſt the Fede · 


raliſt Lyonneſe ; of the gallantry which the latter er. 7 
erted in their own defence; and of the horrible rage 
; 50g as with which they have been proſecuted 4 
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almoſt to utter extermination, fince the failure of | 
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of FI wars, * tink which ariſe from .the inteſtine | 
diſſenſions of a nation among themſelves are the 


moſt intereſting, in Hiſtory; becauſe they exhibit 
the energies of the human character, the feelings 


bf the heart, the relations of ſocial life, more Vari» 


ouſly. and wildly rouſed, agitated, and confounded: 


than in apy other circumſtances : And of all the en 


terprizes and events of war, ſeges are the moſt i in⸗ 
tereſting, equally to the Military Man, and to other 


readers in general; becauſe, when theſe are diffi. 


cult, vigorous and long protracted, there is more 


fuſpenſe and agitation, more of the art of war, 
more of martial fortitude and valour, diſplayed. i in 
chem, than in any other ſpecies of military conteſt. 


The practices of the firſt movers in Revolutions, 
date repreſented in the following narrative, in Ghats | 
Tier and his confederates, i in a light ſo faithful and 
friking; that we, in Britain, may y juſtly draw from | 


= 


pear. 


them 2 teflon of aig; moderation, and ns | 
dence, for © our own immediate uſe. 


- 


The Author appears to 1 an eye-witneſs 


| of the events which he relates: and this narrative 


may therefore, be regarded as one of thoſe original 
documents of the Hiſtory of the French Revolution, | 
which deſerve to be carefully collected, as they ap- 


— * 
. * - \ * 
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There 5 A FTE in i this + katy tale, which, 


cannot fail to melt-every — heart. 


For all theſe and other reaſons, the 8 a 
flatters himſelf, that he will be found to have done. 


an acceptable and ſcaſonable ſervice to the Britiſh 


public, in tranſlating the following Narrative of the 
Events of the Siege of Lyons. He could Have wiſhed "Rap." 


that the Tranſlation wag been more. correct and 


elegant. 


Paere,: Dec. 
18, 1794. 
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ATIONS of the Earth! whatever your g6- 
- vernment, manners, or forms of religious 


_ worſhip; princes, magiſtrates, ſoldiers, huſbandmen, 
and artiſans ; all you who have a country that you 
can call yours, and enjoy the protection of laws for 
| your perſons and property; all you who are mem- 


bers of civil ſociety, whatever its form : Behold ! 
and be aſtoniſhed at the miſeries and crimes of a na- 


tion, that, for fourteen centuries, has maintained 


an eminent ſtation among the kingdoms of Europe; - 
by the ſucceſsful ſkill of her political negociations, 
by her advancement in civilization and knowledge, 


by the proſperity of her trade, by the glory of her 
arms; but is now without ruler, laws, or religion; ; 


proſtrate under the yoke of uſurpers; wallowing in 


her own blood, and n. amid he ruins of 


% 
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her former greatneſs ; lacerated to the . by 
the vulture: fangs of corruption; ; reduced, as it 
| ſhould ſeem, to the very verge of annihilation z un- 
leſs a concern for the common intereſts of humani- 
ty, ſhall excite the moſt ſtrenuous efforts for the re- 
ſtoration of the remains of that unhappy people, to 
juſtice, order, and peace! 5 
Ihe fall of empires offers an exemplary lefſon to 
nations and their Kings! Woe to them to whom 
this awful leffon is read in vain! The diſſolution of 
5 thoſe moral and political elements that conſtitute a 
government, proceeds from cauſes far remote in 


their origin, and long imperceptible in their pro- 


greſs. The germ of corruption muſt be watched, 
and deſtroyed in its incipient growth; if we would 
prevent thoſe acute, epidemic diſtempers of the 
mind, which prolong their ravages, like a confla- 
gration, till they wholly e the . on 
which they feed. 
That ſuch frenzies are ſo contagious, 121 fo fatal, 
is but too ſtrikingly evinced by the preſent circum- 
ſtances of France. Fet, the French Revolution 
differs from all preceding national convulſions*. Its 
e progreſs 
iP To ſay nation here, of the reſemblance of the cauſes of the 
French, to the cauſes of the other remarkable revolutions recorded in 
hiſtory, or of the difference of the former from all the latter: Let us 
attend only to the effects of the French Revolution. France is no 
more like what it was before the year 1789. The Revqlutions of Fo- 
land, Sweden, Portugal, Denmark, &c. were all, either conteſts be- 
| CIS 5 2 bY tween 


as | 
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progreds has been ſingularly rapid. The cauſes by. 
which it has been produced, have co:operated all at 
one time, and all with equal impetuoſity. All thoſe 
received notions in which the general ſenſe of man- 
kind concurs, have been ſuddenly exploded. Poſte- 
rity will learn, with amazement, horrour, and re- 


gret; that a nation almoſt co-eval with Chriſtianity; 
among its earlieſt converts, and its moſt zealous de- 
fenders; paſſing, within the ſhort ſpace of four 


years, from adoratien to outrage; defiled and razed 
thoſe altars from which the favour of their offerings 


had, for fourtcen centuries aſcended; and gave to a- 
* the authority of pretended law: T "my wil 


„ learn 
tween different teens to the crown,—or endeavours of the people 


to reform their government, oppoſed by the rulers,—or rerolts of am- 


bitious ſubjects, attended with various ſucceſs. 

In England, Henry the Eighth had quairelled, and aſſumed the ſu- 
premacy over the church of England; the fires had been lighted on 
this account, before Cromwell brought Charles the Firſt, to the block 


to make way for his own ambition, In every one of thoſe nations, 


chere were cauſes for the Revolution. But, at the convulſive eriſis, 


they preſerved, each its natural character. The hafis of their political 


exiſtence remained ſtill undeſtroyed. Their errourg had at leaſt an air 
or truth. Not one of thoſe nations ſhed blood for the mere pleaſure of 


ſhedding it. Humanity ſoon recovered her rights among them. But, 


France kindles with her own Hands, the conflagration by which ſhe 
ſees herſelf conſumed. Not only has ſhe loſt her King, religion, laws, 
manners, and national character; but, with inconceivable blindneſs 


and folly, even outruns, in the career of deſtruction, the miſchievous 


hopes of her deſtroyers. Each different part of the whole conſpires 


for the deſtruction of the reft. The French appear a corrupted and 


* degraded people, anxious to enſnare the reſt of the world, into ts 
eddy in which they themſelves are ſwallowed vp. 


* 


by 
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learn with horrour; that, a people, long diſtinguiſh. 8 


ed by reſpect and affection for their Kings; hailed 


with plauſive acclamations, the executioners holding 

up to their ſight, the bleeding head of the moſt vir- 
tuous, although the moſt unfortunate monarch, to 
whom they had ever vowed allegiance, murdered - 


under their authority, by their miſcreant reprefen- 


tatives ! They will tremble for. human nature, when 
they ſhall read; that, a people, of whoſe hearts ho- 
| Nour had ever been the moſt ſacred and unextin- 
- guiſhable ſentiment ; could ſuddenly adopt regicide, 
as a principle of their morality, and decree to its 
perpetration, laviſh rewards! With what. horrour 
will future times hear of their pretences to juſtify aſ- 
ſiaſſination and robbery, by employing the forms of i 
law; of their perpetrating crimes the moſt atrocious 
with all that gaiety of heart, and levity of manners, 
by which. the moſt ſplendid period of their monar- 
- chy was diſtin guiſhed. With what undeſcribable e- 
motions, myſt every mind hereafter ſurvey a people 
who, although enlightened by the works of the moſt 
illuſtrious writers, having in their hands the accu- 
mulated knowledge of all former ages, ſurrounded 
'by the nobleſt monuments of the arts; prefer, to all 
- theſe, and to all the leflons of morality, the injunc- 
tions of law, the ſolemn exhortations of religion; 
prefer compoſitions of the moſt abominable and deſ- 


Picable a mature, written without one yok of _ ; 


| SIEGE OF LYONS. © 5: 
e of ſham e,—inſcribed with titles pads ex- 
preſſive of their miſchievous character; and labour 


to corrupt even future generations, by the deſtruc- 


tion of every external emblem and every monument 
which might recall the riſing generation to ſocial . 
duty, truth, and virtue. Aſſuredly, the whole will 

" hardly appear to be other than a malicious fiction, 

invented by ſome enemy to mankind !* But, the teſ- 
timony of contemporary nations, and the voice of 

the deſcendents of thouſands of the wretched vic- 

tims, will remain to atteſt the horrible truth. 
Theſe yill, for ever, bear witneſs againſt thoſe 


execrable tyrants who hold the people of France fet- 


tered in afflictiye ſervitude,---againſt that guilty ſe& 
whoſe denemination will ſhortly become the moſt 
opprobrious of all epithets. The blood ſprinkled 
ruins of thoſe cities to. which. induſtry and trade 
once pave all the enjoyments and advantages of 
wealth ; ruins which may never, perhaps, be re- 
built, . induſtry and trade perhaps to tevive no more; 
will be memorials of that barbarity by which miſ- 
chief ſo atrocious, was ſpread ſo wide. Thoſe facri- 
legious and murtherous hands, which labour impa- 
tiently to leave not one ſtone above another, of all 
the auguſt temples and palaces with which France 
was once adorned ; which whet the aſſaſſinating 
knife, and load the guillotine z which turn out wi- 
dow and MP to on by hunger and nakedneſs, 
F whoſe 


— 
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whoſe huſband and father they have deſtroyed; — 
| thoſe ſame hands lay waſte the very face of nature, 
over one of the faireſt countries in Europe. They 
5 conſume i its population by civil and foreign war, by 
levies, and requiſitions, which drag away from the 
- country, at once, the ſhepherd and his flock, the 
huſbandman, and the produce of his harveſt. 
Arms in every hand, fury in every heart, what 
- elſe is France but one wide field of carnage? The 
ſcaffold and the fantaſtic emblems of liberty appear 
95 every where together. Before the dæmon- idol of 
| liberty, with the names of reaſon and humanity on 
ſtseir tongues, a frantic people contend with each 
bother who ſhall ſhed the moſt blood, with the moſt 
| _ relentleſs cruelty; and call all Europe to imitate 
their example ;—to be happy and. free, like them ! 
- Horrible frenzy! enthuſiaſm equally terrible and in- 
conceivable! In that depth of miſery into which 
they have been precipitated by the fiends of faction; 
amidſt dungeons in which numberleſs families con- 
tinually groan; under the hourly expectation of 
death from impeachment, proſcription, or arreſt; 
dare they, in ſuch circumſtances, name W 
or ſpeak of happineſs? Dare they, i in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, ſpeak of the ſlavery of other nations, who 
- obey legal authorities, and protecting laws ?—laws 
Which ſerve only to prevent fuch crimes as thoſe by 
which they deſtroy themſelves ?——No, never be- 
yg ACER TY — 
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fore, was there an inſtance of blindneſs ſo fatal or 


| unaccountable,—or of crimes ſo dark !—— 
You who are happily diſtant from that ſcene of 


- guilt and horrours ; men of virtue and ſenſibility, 5 


of whatever rank; who venerate the Supreme Be. 
ing; and maintaining your fidelity to the religion 


of your fathers, to your rightful ſovereigns, to the 
laws of your country; make it your felicity to pre- 


ſerve, and your glory to defend them; you will 
ſcarcely be able to credit what public report relates 
concerning the preſent ſtate of France, or what the 


_ unfortunate creatures who eſcape from the daggers 


of thoſe aſſaſſins, daily, and with one accord, de · 
clare! Lying newſpapers are circulated; in which 


| the truth is artfully diſguiſed ; or ſo intermingled = 


amidſt a confuſed multiplicity of facts and events, 
as to be concealed from particular notice. Emiſſa- 


ries are hired to ſow the poiſon of diſſenſion and ca- 


lumny. The barbarous oppreſſors of France, ſtrive 


to palliate the atrocity of their deeds, by aſcribing | 
them to the love of liberty. They make patriotiſm. 


the pretext for all their crimes. Equality, the hap- 


pineſs of mankind, the triumph of Republicaniſm, - 
ſerves them as pretences for rapine, lacrilege, and 


tyranny. Thoſe upon whom their rage is exerciſed, 


in every varied form of cruelty, and branded as re- 


bels, and enemies to their country. By ſuch arts, 


7 00 they ſtrive to make proſelytes throughout Eu- 


rope 


\ 


- 
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| enſnaring arts; diſtruſt thoſe hired minions of wick 
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rope; to ſow the ſeeds of univerſal diſſention, that 
they may themſelves reap its fruits. The anarchy 


of all Europe would ſaye them perhaps from the 
vengeance of injured bumanity. Beware of their 


edneſs; be aſſured, that their ſpies are ever watch · 
ing for the hour, when they may gratify thoſe that 


1 pay them, —by raiſing in this and other countries, 


the ſtandard of rebellion, and elevate over it the 


banners of the French Republic. Then will your 
calamities commence ; the conflagration of your ci- 
ties, the Pillage of a ae ho mallacre of mw | 


families. 
\ Contemplate: the fate of a city; in magnitude and 
population, the ſecond in France ;—in advantage- 


. ""ouſneſs of ſituation, in the number of its commet- 


Wards my unfortunate country. Witneſſes and vic- 


cial relations, in the riches and igduſtry of its inhabi- | 


. tants, the very firſt, The fall of Lyons cannot ſure 


'ly be beheld with indifference ; it maſt intereſt all 
nations. | x | 
Of Lyons, one of the firſt cities in the world, no- 


thing now remains, but ruins and dead bodies. The 


foundations have been — of its proſperity and 


1 ſplendour. 


I wiſh to give a narrative of the circumſtances of 


its fall. The taſk may exceed my powers. But, 


this duty, at leaſt, —I ſhall attempt to diſcharge to- 


tims 
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tims of "we herce oppreſſion of our tyrants; we hall 


however forget our perſonal ſufferings, in the more 
afſlicting remembrance of the woes of our country. 
Our perſonal- reſentment ſhall be extinguiſhed in 
our reſpect for the impartiality of truth. To the 


bar of our contemporaries, and of all poſterity, we 
cite our own my and the murtherers of our 


fellow. citizens. 
The following narrative ſhall conſiſt of four 2 


the firſt relating to what paſſed at Lyons, between 


the 6th of February 1793, and the agth of May next 
ſubſequent ; the ſecond containing the events which 
took place between that 29th of May, and the ſiege 
of the city ; the third continuing the narrative from 


the commencement of the ſiege to the ſally made by 
the Lyonneſe, on the 8th of October laſt; the fourth . 


enumerating the horrours of the deſtruction of 
Lyons, in the name of the Republic, and by. the 
orders of the Deputies of the Convention. 


TM. 


PaxrT I. \\ | 
Tux Jaconn faction had, in vain, ſtriven to ſe- 
55 duce the citizens of Lyons, to a participation in 


their guilt. The news of the murther of the unfor- 
tunate Louis the Sixteenth, was received, in this 


city, with the deepeſt conſternation. In vain cid 


the emiſſaries of his murtherers, prowl in the ſtreets, 
to obtain from the people by threats, by violence, 


B r 


* 
* 
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by promiſes that lh this act, all their ils mould 
terminate, —ſubſcriptions to addreſſas demanding 
from the Convention, their ſovereign's blood. E- 
very one turned away from them with horrour. . 
' Unable to corrupt, they however ſpared not to ca- 
lumniate a loyal people, and by a very clumſy and 
| barefaced ſtratagem, pretended, that they had ob- 
tained no fewer than thirty thouſand a e . 
co addrefles for regicide . c 
The aſſaſſinations of the Co; en of 
the Royal Poliſh regiment; and of the three clergy- 
men who were butchered in the preſence of Vitet 
the phyſician +, at that time mayor of Lyons, had 
| PP end Lo Leg „ ariſen 
One of thoſe wretches, named Berger, and nicknamed Glaſs-Byes, 
_ diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal on that occaſion, He ſtood: om a table 
at the church of St Nizier, called upon all that paſſed, to ſubſcribe, and 


returned their contempt with opprobrious and abuſive language. Ano- 

ther perſon, named Dubrenil de Courbadon, was the worthy coadju- 

tor and rival of Berger. Both deſerve to be devoted to the execrations 
-of poſterity ; neither the one nor the other could have fignalized him- 

ſelf by ought but crimes. Berger has received the reward of his la- 
bours, aud now fills a place in the Jacobin government of Lyons. 

- + This man is chiefly to be blamed for the decline of true public 
ſpirit at Lyons. He had the ambition to be a Public Man, without 
having genius or capacity for public buſineſs. Nature had given him 

_ external; very fit for a Facobin., The tone of his voice, his addreſs, 
his aſpeRt, all beſpoke in him, a ſort of native Sant-culotti/m. He was 

the idot of the Clubs; and preſeryed his credit with them, by all the. 
low artifices, the petty intrigues, the pitiful reſources of mean minds. 
By puniſhing thoſe women who went to hear maſs from the ſlenced 
prieſts, I decla mung againſt _ prieſts, —by crying No King ! he 


procured 
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ariſen from cauſes ſo baſe, and of ſo little real con · 
ſequenoe; ſo few of the inhabitants of Lyons were 
among the perpetrators of thoſe crimes; that the 
leaders of the murtherous band deſpaired of bring- 
ing the people to execute their plans of devaſtation: 
their next-ſhift was, to try the ſeduQive power of 
that Patriotic jargon, which has been the grand en- 
gine of the faction that now deſolates France, and 
which was employed equally in the clubs, at the 
theatres, and even at the corner of every ſtreet. 
Their cries for regicide reſounded through all quar- 
ters. By their ferocious harangues, they gradually 
rendered the native ſenſibility of the inhabitants of 
Lyons, more callous. Carnage and Terrour were 
their words of ſignal; dreadful words which have 
been ſince put, by the Convention, in their _ 
for the day. | 
The formation of the third anjnidpalivy mans | 
to Challier and his accomplices, a ſure means of ſuc- 
' ceſs in their purpoſes. The reſpectable Niviere-Chol 
had, by accepting the office of mayor, devoted him- 
ſelf to danger for the ſake of his fellow. citizens. 
Many other citizens, honoured with the public e- 
ſteem, at the ſame time, agreed to take upon them 
e functions. But, the majority of 985 mem. 


A bers 
- — to be eleed. int the Convention. Ther he pled 


only a ſecondary part; and that but for a-ſhort time. He woyld 
ſign the ſentence of the King's death; and is now a fugitive ; not "io 
wing been ſufficiently guilty, to be ſpared by his party, 
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bers of this municipality, in concert with the lead. 
ers in what was called The Central Club, entered 
into a conſpiracy which was about to take effect, 
when it was fruſtrated by Niviere-Chol, the mayor. 

The horrible ſcene that paſſed at the meeting of 
_ that Central Club, on the 6th of February 1793, 
was ſuch as to beggar all deſcription. An aſſembly 
of. fix hundred ruffians and fanatics met in a hall 


darkly illuminated by a few gloomy lamps. Chal. 


| her and his adherents, with daggers in their hands, 

required the reſt to ſwear to keep their ſecret, and 
execute their mandates. They firſt repreſented that 
it was neceſſary to anticipate the plots of the Ariſto- 


crates. Their next cry was that the hour of ven- 


geance was arrived,—that the Guillotine muſt be ſet 
up on the bridge of St Clair, Their whole machi- 

nation was then unfolded, They were to ſeize the 
artillery, and plant it upon the principal ſtreets and 
places of paſſage about the city; to form a popular 
tribunal, like that of the mobs of September, at Pa- 
ris; to butcher nine hundred of the principal citi- 
zens, whoſe names were inſcribed in liſts produced 
| by Chalher and his accomplices; after thoſe, all o- 


_ thers whoſe property was coveted by the aflaflins; 


and the bodies were to be caſt into the Rhone. One 
| who was preſent, obſcrving, that a ſingle executioner i 
would be unequal to the perpetration of ſo many 
f wurthers,—or might perhaps reſale his ſervices: 


stEOE or LYONS. | = 


| Lauſſel, Agent to the Commonalty, perſuaded the : 
conſpirators to act, themſelves, the parts of both 
Judge and Executioner ; telling them, that, to hebead 
2 man, they had only to draw a ſlender balt. Theſe 
horrid particulars were revealed by Mr Reverony, 
and ſeveral other witneſſes, whoſe — Chal- 
lier, at his trial, could not refute, _ 
By order of the Mayor, the Generale was . 
ed; the grenadiers took their arms; and the public 
force overawed thoſe wretches, who are never va- 
liant, unleſs when they can take their victims una- 
wares. The conſpirators had the audacity to · accuſe 
Niviere-Chol; and to poſt up a paper, declaring, 
that he had loſt the eonfidence of the public. The 
Mayor made known the crimes of the municipali- 
ty“ ; but, ſatisſied with having ſaved his fel- 
low. citizens, by warning them of their danger; 
and afraid of proving unequal to contend alone, 
againſt all the enemies whom he had raiſed againſt 
himſelf, by detecting their villanies, he then refign- 


ed his office. The Lyonneſe ſhewed him, that they 
were ſenſible of his having deſerved their conſidence; 
and that they depended upon him. He was xe · elect- 
ed by ſeven thouſand five hundred, out of ſeven 
thouſand eight hundred voters. The municipality 
were . n to rn * d. 


Amid 


* All thai 8 de base by eech, in > 
printed narrative. 


/ 
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Amidſt the general joy upon the re. election of Ni: 
 viere-Chol, one young man openly raiſed his voice 
againſt Challier as the author of the plots detected 


| and diſappointed by the mayor, 'He was ſeized by 
 the*Emiſfaries of the municipality, and dragged to a 
place of ' confinement. The farious multitude reſ- 


cued him out of their hands, ruſhed to the central 


club, and deſtroyed that den of ruffians. | 
The rage of the Clubs, was now at its height. 

| Challier and his accomplices were exaſperated to in- 

expreſſible fury. The inhabitants of Lyons vainly 


._ © fancied, that by pulling down the houſe in which 


the conſpirators were wont to aſſemble, they had 
done enough to preſerve the tranquillity of the city. 
But the wretches although driven from their den, 
were not diſmayed. They had recourſe to the Con- 
vention, and repreſented the citizens of Lyons, as 
entertaining counter. revolutionary ſentiments, and, 

in conſequence of this, opprefling them. The Con- 
vention was too much indebted to their efforts, not 
to give them aſſiſtance. They ſent ſome battalions 


to Lyons, with the deputies, Bazire, Le Gendre, 


and Rovere, to direct their proceedings. Theſe de- 
puties began with re-eſtabliſhing the central club. 
By their preſence, the courage and audacity of their 
party, were renewed; for, they had been only diſ- 
concerted for a time, by the firm oppoſition of the 
Lyonneſe. The deputies, during their ſtay, acted 


e 
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as Rs RES directed the proceedings of all the ad 
miniſtrative bodies, and carried before them in pro- 
ceſſion, to the theatres, a wretch who entitled him- 
ſelf «© the murtherer of the princeſs of Lamballe.” . 
; Niviere-Chol, thus thwarted and diſgraced, ref u- 
| fed to accept the office to which he was again: elect- 
ed. A new mayor was therefore to be nominated. 
The majority of voices was in favour of Mr Gibbert, 
a phyſician. His competitor was Bertrand, the aſ- 
ſociate of Challier, and ſtrongly inflamed with the 
ſame principles. Gibbert was taken into conſine- 
ment; and detained, till he agreed to reſign the 
mayoralty; and Bertrand was appointed by the 
clubs, in his ſtead. Le Gendre afterwards boaſted, 
in the Convention, that he had made the en 
accept a ſans-culotte mayor. 

The complaints excited by thoſe a a 
municipal oppreſſions, were treated as ſèditious. 
The oppreſſors talked to the people of the dangers 
that threatened their liberty. They repreſented to 
them the neceſſity of forming a force which might 
maintain the department in a ſtate of Revolution. 
To the force which they thus concerted to raiſe, 
they gave the name of the Revolutionary Army. The 
rich were to bear the expence. Such, as far as it 
was made public, was the plan of Challier and his 


partiſans. Other particulars were kept ſecret, a 
mong themſelyes. 


ey „ 
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ne papers were then poſted up, to tetkky 
all good men, and encourage the audacity of the 
bad. Among thoſe papers was an oath ſaid to have 

been ſolemnly ſworn by three hundred pretended 
republicans. © We vow the deſtruction of all who 
«are not of our own ſentiments ; all ſuch as are 
our enemies: their bleeding bodies ſhall be caſt. 
< into the Rhone, to e terrour to LW 0 5 
« ed ſeas.” We Ys 


No ſooner were the commanders. of the ach: 5 


tionary Army nominated, than imperious mandates 
began to be iſſued under the ſignatures of ſome ob- 
ſcure intriguers who aſſumed the appellation of a 
Committee of Public Safety ; and of about four or five 
_ unworthy members of the directory of the depart- 
ment and the diſtri, who called themſefves, the 
United - Adminiſtrative Bodies. The remonſtrances 
which the department prepared to make, were re- 
preſſed by the influence of the deputies, Ganthier 
and Nioche ; who forgetting, that their miſſion was 
to the Army of the Alps; ſtopped at Lyons, to en- 
force a decree of the Committee, for the railing of 
fix thouſand men, and of fix millions of livres, in 
money. Thenceforth, the rapacity of the munici- 
- pality and its partizans, was inſatiable, and uncon- 
troulable. Their mandates were arbitrarily addreſs- 
- ed to the inhabitants, of whoſe names, they had 

1 - . . liſts 1 
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liſts for the purpoſe. Of thoſe mandates, ſome de- 
wanded ſums of from two to four hundred thou- 
ſand livres; almoſt all of them, more than the per- 
ſons to whom they were addreſſed, had to give. 
Payment was to be made within four and twenty 
hours, under pain of impriſonment. Requilitions 
thus arbitrary obliged many of the inhabitants to 
depart for the frontiers. The deſign was, to leave 
none in the city, but thoſe who received the wages 
of faction. p - SN | | 
All theſe vexatious oppreſſions were crowded to- 
gether, to provoke the peaceable Lyonneſe to an in- 
ſurrection; which was wanted to afford a pretext 
for the deſtruction of the city. By ſimilar acts of 
oppreſſion perpetrated by the municipalities, —the 
other principal cities of France, had been in like 
manner driven to inſurrection. By the ſame abuſe 
of authority in the name of the Law, and on pre- 
tence of public ſatety, and the ſtrengthening of the * 
republic, perſons ſuſpected of ariſtocratic principles, 
were every where impriſoned; and they were al- 
ways the rich, upon whom ſuch ſuſpicions fell. An 
aſtoniſhing number were put under arreſt, at Lyons. 
In the, beginning of thoſe tranſactions, the Men of 
Buſineſs, and all the inhabitants of ſome quarters of - 
the city, had been diſarmed. The cells under the 
Town-Houſe were daily filled with new multitudes- 
of citizens, who were left to gueſs for - themſelves, 
Th C 
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at the reaſons for this tyrannical treatment. The 
infamous Lauſſel, a conſtitutional -prieſt ; and the 
Ame who, in concert with the Convention's Com- 


: mittee of Public Safety,—ſold to emigrants, certifi- 


_ cates of reſidence for large ſums, —inſcribing upon 
the certificates, a mark agreed upon, between him- 


ſelt and the Committee, by which his certificates be- 
trayed their bearers to certain deſtruction: This 


Lauſſel, another man of the name of Hidens, with 
fome other rafcals of the ame ſtamp, ſecretly advi- 
ſed the relations of the perſons who were taken in- 
to cuſtody, to treat for their deliverance. Gold a- 
lone opened the priſon-doors ; paper-money was re- 
fuſed ; thus, perſons taken into cuſtody, were firſt 
tripped, and then turned abroad. But, the ſecrets 
of this trade of rapine, came to light. Lauſſel was 
himſelf arreſted, convicted of his fraud and rapaci- 
ty, and delivered up to the Revolutionary Tribunal 
of Paris. His accomplices were not ſurpriſed to hear 
that the Tribunal had acquitted · him, and that he 
enjoyed the fruit of his crimes, in the capital. 
Notwithſtanding every effort, notwithſtanding all 
the vociterous harangues of Challier, the Revolu- 
tionary Army was not completed. Inſtead of fix, 
the fums raiſed by the mandates of the municipality 
amounted to three and thirty millions. It may be 


eaſily imagined, that a tax ſo enormous could not 


fail to reduce the inhabitants of Lyons to deſpair. 
| In 
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In the mean time, the Convention paſſed à de- 
cree, authorizing the ſections of the Commonalties 
to aſſemble, and to take what ſteps they ſhould 
think moſt conducive to their ſafety. They were 
alſo authorized to form Committees of Inſpection. 
They had power to adjourn and continue their /- 
derunts. The decree produced at Lyons, the eſſects 
which were naturally to be expected from it. The 
aſſembling of all the worthy and enlightened citi- 
ens, and of all who had an intereſt to preſerve their 
liberty and property,—led them to a mutual com- 
munication of their wrongs. From this, there was 
but one other ſtep for them to take, in order to calm 
the ſtorm which had been raiſed among them. The 
Jacobin faction were aware of the blow which was pre- 
paring againſt them. They perceived, that the 
Lyonneſe, after having long groaned under their 
yoke, were now buſy in finding means to relieve 
themſelves, and to divert the guilty projets which 
Rill threatened their whole city. Regardleſs of the 
law which authorized the meeting of the ſectional 
; aſſemblies, the minions of faction made ſome induſ- 
trious attempts to divide them againſt one another. 
The municipality endeavoured'by ne and threats 
to diſſolve them. Bertrand, the mayor, ſaid open- 
ly, that © he would put an end to the permanence of 
** the ſettions, by the diſcharge of. cannons.”, He re- 
Pld t to the deputies from the ſections, —_ they 
; | 2 bronghs 
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brought to him, an extract of their proceedings; 


Blood you want; and you ſhall have it.” He did 


more. He mentioned thoſe deputies, as enemies of 
the liberties of the people, to the myrmidons of the 


municipality, who were poſted for purpoſes of mur- 


ther, at the doors of the Town-Houſe. The one 


fell on the ſpot; and wr Goirand was dangeroully 
wounded. | 

Theſe were 3 to the 5 6k events 
which enſued. Before taking up arms, to deliver 
themſelves from the tyranny of the municipality; 
the virtuous Lyonneſe endeavoured to enlighten the 
populace of the city, who were now, the blind in- 
ſtruments of the Jacobins, and had been, ſeveral 
times, excited to pillage. They preſented themſelves 


at the central club, which had been reſtored ; but 


were refuſed admiſſion ; and driven away, amidſt | 


hootings, hiſſings, and blows, by the miſguided po- 
pulace. Theſe tranſactions were the forerunners of 


the 29th of May. We ſhall next relate what paſſed 


on that day. It will ſhew, valour and virtue, con- 


tending againſt atrocious wickedneſs ;—the clemen- 
cy and moderation of the victors, occaſioning the 
misfortunes and ruin of the city. N 


| | PART II. 
Ox the 28th of May, the ſections were {ill aſſem- 


bled. The municipality made hoſtile preparations 


againſt 
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againſt them; and more than four hundred mem- 
bers of the clubs were met in the metropolitan 


church. In certain quarters of the city, the popu- 
lace diſcovered a tumultuary ſpirit, which rendered 
the permanency of the ſections indiſpenſibly neceſſa- 
ry. In the afternoon of that day, ſome members of 
the Clubs had the audacity to force their way into 
the halls of the ſections, and to command the Pre- 
ſidents and Secretaries to ceaſe from their functions 
and retire, as they valued their lives: adding that, if 


they did not obey, the clubs would come againſt 


them, 1 in greater numbers; and they ſhould pay for 
their obſtinacy, by the forfeit of their heads. The 
Preſidents perſiſted in the diſcharge of their func- 
tions. The ſirmneſs of the citizens increaſed, with 
their danger. Orders were given to the comman- 


ders of the battalions to provide for the general de- 


fence. The ſections ſwore to defend and ſupport 
the officers whom they had choſen ; and to prevent 
by their vigilance, any attempts which might be 
made againſt them. Notwithſtanding theſe precau- 
tions, above an hundred fathers of families, were, 
in the following night, dragged into confinement. 
They were to be put to death, next day. A large 
train of artillery was in motion. And the battalion 


of Mont. Blanc, with other troops, were knawn to 


be an. in haſte, to Lyons. 


- * 
A * 
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„The Preſidents of the ſections had a meeting in 
che morning of the agth of May. They formed 


| themſelves into a Committee of the Conjoined Sec- 
tions, and reſolved to repair to the arſenal. The 
flower of the troops of all the ſections, attended 


them thither, as a guard to protect them from the 


outrages of the municipality. The guard at the ar- 
ſenal durſt not oppoſe their entrance. The mem- 


bers of the upper adniniſtrations followed; and all 
in the city who preferred death to infamous ſlave- 
ry, appeared in arms, in the ſquare of Louis the 
Great. Ganthier, the deputy, then came, with 
ſome inſidious propoſals, to difperſe a body of men 
whom deſpair had driven to take up arms, and 
whom the ties of honour united to one another. 


| Remonſtrances being. made. to him; he declared, | 
that he had been miſinformed; and in teſtimony of 


the purity of his intentions, offered to remain at the 


arſenal. His offer was accepted. i 


Almoſt at the ſame moment came the news, that 
the battalion de la Pecherie, having been required to 


| defend the municipality, had replied chat they 


would not take a part in it; and had immediately, 
upon this anſwer, been affailed with a diſcharge ,of 
artillery,—at a ſignal given by Bertrand, the mayor, 


_ (—uſt as their commander was taking of his hat, 
and thinking of nothing leſs. The battalions having 
their muſquets 9 and being in all reſpects 


unprepared, 
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unprepared, were eaſily diſperſed. The .. 
were maſſacred on the ſpot. 


This bloody commencement had the ie 


5 naturally to be expected. The plots which the mu- 


nicipality had been for ſome months ſecretly contri- 
ving, were now openly diſcovered. This wanton 
aggreflion removed the maſk. They were declared 
to have forfcited their authority. They replied by 
ſummoning all who were not of their own party to 
lay down their arms, under pain of death. 7029 
A ſignal to attack them, was the reply given by 
the virtuous Lyonneſe to this ſummons. Two thou- 
ſand and four hundred men made themſelves miaſ- 
ters of an entrenched poſt guarded by eighteen hun- 
"dred, among whom, was the battalion of Mont- 


Blanc, and who were fupported by two and twenty: 


Wm of cannon. ' 


Of three columns that attacked the Town-Houſe, 


two were repulſed by the maſqued artillery, and o- 
bliged to fall off, and join the third, which with . 
better ſucceſs, directed its cannon againk the corner 
of the Place des Carmes. The two columns that felt 
back, had kept their ground better than was to have 
been expected from a body of men who had never 
before ſeen fire. The column du Quai de Rhone, be- 


fore they retired, left the ground covered with their 


dead and wounded, among whom was M. de Sablo- 
ny a 8 While the victory 


AV was 


1 
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Wazb in diſpute, ſome partizans of the Clubs, both 
men and women, were ſeen to diſpatch the wound- 
ed; while others pretending to aſſiſt them, ſeized | 
their arms, and then murthered them“. 

Ganthier, the deputy, with his collougus Nioche 


| ata: by their preſence and language, thoſe 
| who fought on the ſide of the municipality. Before | 
the Commencement of the action, they had made a 


diſtribution of cariouch. boxes. They had, with their 


own hands, poured out brandy mingled with gun 


powder, to the ſoldiers of the battalion of Mont. 
Blanc. They had written to the battalion of Mont- 
wel, to haſten to Lyons; aſſuring them, that the 
patriots were there ſucceſsful N the rebelt. The 

action began at five in the evening; till eight, it 
was continued without any deciſive advantage on 


either ſide; at four in the morning, it was decided 
in favour of the ſections, chiefly by the exertions of 


the brave Madinier, commander. in- chief. 
+ Ganthier and Nioche then diſavowed all Know. 
ledge of that plan which' had been concerted and ar- 


ranged by themſelves : They blamed the municipa- 
 lity; and affected to pity the fate of fifteen hundred 


who had fallen victims in the conteſt. Cnr: 
* | r be 
. X 6 
One cannot endure to relate the cruel enormities which were 


committed. A young man, being wounded, had taken refuge in a 


granary. He was parſued by ſomg women, who before putting him 
to death, cnt — privy parts. N \ 
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The zoth of May was a glorious day to che vir. 
tuous Lyonneſe. How pure their general joy! They 
had been compelled to deliver themſelves from bon» 
dage by a battle. All the wrongs had been commit - 
ted by the blood- thirſty and deceitful municipality. 
It had begun the conteſt, had provoked every heart 
by its wicked. adminiſtration, had violated law, li. 
berty, and property. Their lawful reſiſtance to ſuch 
oppreſſion, and the triumph with which it had been 
crowned, ſeemed to promiſe to the citizens of 
Lyons, future tranquillity. Of this their victory 
was a pledge ſo much the ſurer, as it had been ac- 
companied with the commiſſion of no enormities on 
their part. If vanquiſhed, death and all the cruel- 
ties of puniſhment, muſt have been their lot. Be- 
ing victorious, they humanely cheriſhed and relie- 
ved, the wounded, the widows, and the orphans of 

their enemies. Subſcriptions for this purpoſe were 
| opened in che lections, and were ſpeedily filled up. 

The inhabitants of the country who had been call- 
ed in, by the municipality, and the repreſentatives 
of the people, at Lyons, to reinforce their party, re- 
ceived the news of their defeat, as they were on 
their way. They eagerly celebrated the triumph of 
the victorious party; and loudly demanded the pu- 
niſkment of the guilty. They have ſince become 
the blind inſtruments of thoſe men, whoſe condem. 
nation they ae ſolicited. The enemies of or- 
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der, Ja and peace were diligently ſought out; and 


were, in their turn, caſt into thoſe dungeons in 
which innocence and virtue had long groaned. The 


5 municipal officers, with Challier, Hidens, and O. 
dieu, members of the tribunal of the diſtri belong- 


ing to the city; all the prompters and perpetrators 


of murthers ; all thoſe tongues which had diffuſed. 
the poiſon that infected the people, were now redu- 


ced to ſilence; and were obliged to anſwer to the 
examination of the magiſtrates before whoſe tribu- 
nals they were accuſed. Numberleſs witneſſes ſo- 


ED lemnly teſtified the truth againſt them. But, the 
citizens of Eyons, faithful to the forms of law; un- 


certain what meaſures to take; and as careful to 


Pay due reſpect to juſtice, as their adverſaries were 


forward to violate it; too long ſuſpended the ſword 
which ſhould have puniſhed the guilt of thoſe atro- 


cious criminals, inſtantly after the victory 92 which 
their conſpiracy was defeated. 


Hardly had the tranquillity of the city been reſto. | 
red by a prudent and mild adminiſtration, when 


news was received, that one and twenty deputies of 


the Convention had been ſuddenly arreſted at Faris, 
before the news of what had paſſed at Lyons on the 


A gth of May, could be received in that city. Ni- 


oche and Ganthier had, by ſeveral acts, expreſsly 


given their approbation to the conduct of the Lyon- 
nale, ſince their ſucceſs, and had not. yet calumnia- 


ted 
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ted them. In conſequence of the arreſt of the one 
and twenty deputies, a deputation conſiſting of 
members from each ſection, which had been order« 
ed to repair to Paris, in order to inform the Con- 
vention of, the motives which had brought on the 
events of the 29th of May, was now countermand- 
ed although ſome of the members of the deputa- 
tion; had already ſet out on their journey. The 

- Lyonneſe judged concerning the above event, like 

almoſt all the reſt of France. The departments of 
Jura, of Lain, of L'Iſere, of the outlets of the 
Rhone; thoſe of Gard, la Gironde, &c. manifeſted 
their ſentiments in a moſt unequivocal manner. The 
city of Lyons would not be the laſt to join a combi. 
nation of which the object was, to re-eſtabliſh law 
and order; and which was fingularly favourable to 
itſelf, in its preſent circumſtances. The monſter. 
hydra that waſted France, had loſt ſo many of its 
heads ; a few more ſtrokes of the club might per- 
| haps accompliſh its fmal fall. The Convention had 
contemptuouſly broken, the firſt of all the laws of 
the new conſtitution, that which de ed the invio- 
lability of the National Repreſentatives.— and the 
indeſtructibility of any part of the General Repre- 
ſentation. It was abſurd to pretend that a Legiſla- 
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One unanſwerable proof, that the Convention rather filence the 
people of Paris, than inſpire them with their on principles, is, that 
Ihe deputies werexthere crowned, and complimented, | 
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tive Body created for the purpoſe of expreſſing the 
general will, could make laws, wanting the aſſent 
of one and twenty of the deputies. / What was ſtill 
more provokingly illegal, thoſe deputies were arreſt- 
dd in the very Convention, in the diſcharge of their 
official functions, without being acquainted with the 
reaſons for an act ſo derogatory from the ſovereign 
rights of the people. What farther inflamed the 
general indignation, was the certain knowledge that 
- thoſe deputies had been deprived of liberty, and 


| threatened with puniſhment, for no other reaſon 


but becauſe they had not conſented to the death of 
Louis the Sixteenth ; having on that occaſion, vo- 
ted only for an appeal to the people, or for his per- 
petual impriſonment. Beſides, the citizens of Lyons 
were well aware, that the perſecution they had ſuf. 
fered, was the work of the predominant party in 
the Convention. It was neceflary, that they ſhould 
put the laſt hand to their work, in order to avoid 
worſe conſequences. The departments who had ſi- 
milar views and fears, ſent deputies to Lyons, who 
| laid the foundation of a coalition, by offering forces 
to aid the Lyonneſe againſt their enemies. The de- 
partments of the Rhone and Loire, named out of 
every commonalty, Cho, with thoſe namied out of 
Lyons, formed the Popular Aſembiy of the Depart- 
mente, and laboured to find means for the effeQtual 
reſiſtance of that oppreſſion which threatened them. 
| N "IM The 
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The firſt act of this aſſembly was, in compliance 
with the general wiſhes of all the departments to 
which they belonged, —a refuſal to acknowledge or 
obey the decrees of the Convention, till the integra- 
lity of the national repreſentation ſhould be reſtored. 
The Convention, alarmed at ſuch an act of firmneſs, 
prompted by a ſenſe of juſtice, and by'regard to the 
general intereſt ; endeavoured to divert its effects; 
and ſought to dazzle the nation, by preſenting to 
them that conſtitution, which had been long promi- 
ſed, and long defired, as the term of their misfor- 
tunes. | RS | 2 kd 
It will be remembered, that this Scuzmt or Law, 
this crude work, was begun and finiſhed within 
eight days; and then preſented for the acceptance 
of the people; who, being weary of anarchy, recei- 
ved a collection of titles containing principles ſub. 
verſive of all government,—as the palladium of their 
happineſs and tranquillity. In the primary aſſem- 
blies which were convoked to receive it, the emiſſa- 
ries and partizans of the Convention ſucceſsfully la- 
boured to ſoothe thoſe minds which had been irrita- 
ted againſt them by the confinement of the twenty- 
one repreſentatives. Lying addreſſes, with which, 
according to cuſtom, the newſpapers were filled; 
letters of thanks ; and congratulatory eulogies, were 


produced, in great profuſion, wpon the eee 
| of tho conſtitution. 


In 
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In this manner, foreſeeing the conſequences of 2 
combination of the departments, the Convention 
laboured to divert the ſtorm that threatened them. 
All their engines were put in motion. They pre- 


tended to liſten to the complaints of the Lyonneſe: 


After they believed, that they had taken meaſures 
adequate to enſure impunity to thoſe who had laboured 
to accompliſh their deſigns upon. Lyons; they then 
pretended to take upon themſelves, the cognizance 
of the crimes attributed to the impriſoned munici- 


pality, and to the other leaders of the faction, bp 


calling them before the Judges of the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, who acquit or condemn, at their pleaſure, 
The citizens of Lyons obſerved, that the law or- 
daining perſons accuſed of crimes, to be judged, and 
if guilty, puniſhed at the place where the crime was 
committed, — was ſtill in force. That the transfe- 
rence, in the preſent inſtance, of thoſe who were ac- 
cuſed, to Paris, - would require ſuch a multitude to 
be transferred thither with them, as could not be ea- 
ſily ſent. They obſerved, farther, that the nature of 
the crime was ſuch as to require a ſpeedy and ſignal 
example of puniſhing juſtice. The Convention, in 
reply, forbade them, under pain of death, to pro- 
c.ced to judgment upon the perſons taken under ar- 
reſt, in conſequence of the affair of the agth of May. 
Satisfied, that they were ſupported by law, and 
by the principles of juſtice, and perſuaded, that, if 
| _e | 
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they ſhould deliver up the perſons accuſed, to the 
Convention; they would, like the Abbe Lauſſel, 
meet not puniſhment, but reward; the ſections 
inſiſted upon the eftabliſhment of a Fury. All for- 
malities being then obſerved, proofs obtained, and 
defenders heard; two of the ringleaders of the con- 
ſpirators, paid the. forfeit of their crimes upon the 
ſcaffold ; a perſon of the name of RiAR D, in conſe- 
quence of being convicted of the cowardly aſſaſſin a- 
tion of ſeveral perſons on the 29th of May, whoſe 
wounds had diſabled them from defending them- 
ſelves; and CHALLIER, for having excited his par- 
ty, and the populace, to murther and pillage, and 
for having been the leading perſon in the e 
cy againſt the city of Lyons. 
It may be proper to mention ſome further parti- 
culars of the hiſtory of this man, who has become 
but too well known from his crimes, and the pu- 
niſhment by which they were expiated. His life 
and death would have been alike unheeded and un- 
known, had he not been neceſſary, as an inſtrument 
to the nefarious purpoſes of thoſe by whom he was 
employed. 

He was bore i in Piedmont, of an obſcure any: 
His imagination was naturally warm. In the ſocie · 
ty of the Jcſuits, the proſcription of which, became 
neceſſary for the ſafety of Kings,—and the tranquil- 
lity of ſtates ;—he learned principles which he was 

FRO but 


92; SIEGE: OF LYONS. 


but too ſucceſsful in communicating to the multi- 
tude. Above all, he had acquired; in the moſt e-. 
minent degree, the art of diſſembling his purpoſes: 
under an air of ſimplicity and ſingularity. Upon 
the ground of this quality, he conceived the ambi- _ 
tion of gaining power, and becoming the leader of 
a a party. Nobody poſſeſſed more eminently than he, 
the art of inflaming every other heart with the ſame. 
thirſt of blood, with which his own raged. Eſca- 
ping from the gibbet in Portugal, he fled to Naples. 
There preaching ſedition, he was obliged to return 
to France. For the - misfortune of the Lyonneſe, 
he came among them, and gave himſelf out, for the 
purpoſes of ſeduction, as one who had been the vic- 
tim of the oppreſſion of monarchs. Such was the. 
man whoſe aſhes have been nnn in a ſilver urn, 
and placed in the Pantheon. | 
To execute the plan which the Convention had 
formed againſt the city of Lyons, it was requilite to 
deprive it of all the reſources which it then poſſeſſed, 
for its own defence. General Kellermann demand- 
ed from it, twenty pieces of cannon,---ſixteen and 
twenty-four pounders, with ammunition of all ſorts 
which was ſtored in the arſenal; on pretence of 
needing theſe things to defend the frontiers againſt 
the Spaniards; declaring, at the ſame time, that. 
the city ſhould be reſponſible for the conſequences, - ) 
in caſes of delay or refuſal, Factious men who were 
| | hired 
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hired to ſupport the general's demand, intimidated 
the weak minded, and perſuaded, that obedience - 
was their ſafeſt part, if they would not draw upon 
themſelves, the general reprobation of the whole re- 
public, and the evils which might- reſult from it. 
The voice of the wiſe and provident was heard, 
without effect. Traitors prevailed. The cannons: 
and ammunition were delivered up. The Conven- 
tion employed means ſtill more effectual to. diſſolve 
the combination by which they were terrified. En. 
couraged by the favourable effects of that phantom 
of a conſtitution, with which they had dazzled the 
French people; they now thought it high time for 
them to ſtrike a great blow againſt thoſe whom it 
was eaſy for them to conſider as Rebels,—Partizans 
of Royalty, —Federaliſts whoſe purpoſe. was, to deſtroy 
the unity and indiviſibility of the republic. With this 
language in their mouths, they imputed ideal 
crimes ;. and obviated all the juſt reproaches urged 
againſt them. The arreſtment of the repreſenta- 
tives, and the remonſtrances of the oppreſſed cities, 
were forgotten amidſt a ſeeming concern for the ge- 
neral intereſts. They found little difficulty i in di- 
recting the operation of the whole internal force a- 
gainſt the refractory departments. They ordered 
troops to march againſt the department of Jura, 
General Cartaut had orders to poſt himſelf ſo, that 
he might prevent a junction of the Marſeilleſe with | 
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the Lyonneſe. Formidable preparations” were, at 
the fame time, made againſt Lyons. And their def- 
tination could be no longer concealed. 5 

Jura was eaſily reduced. To enſure — a- 
gainſt Lyons, the Convention ſent to this city, Ro- 
berk Lindet, a conſtitutional biſhop. At his ar- 
rival he was required to produce his powers; and 
their date proved to be poſterior to the 3 iſt of May. 
The magiſtrates of Lyons deſired to know from him, 
whether the decrees of the 3 iſt of May had not been 
obtained by violence; whether the Convention had 
been fully at iberty, upon that occaſion; whether 
cannon had not been pointed againſt it, till the 
pleaſure of the Pariſian populace was obeyed. Lin- 
det could not deny what was well known to alt 
France. Lyons perſiſted in demanding the revoca- 
tion of thoſe decrees which declared her inhabitants 
to be no longer under the protection of the law; 
and inſiſted upon the ceſſation from thoſe hoſtile 
preparations vb ich were directed againſt her. 

The Marſeilleſe, who had, By their deputies, pro- 
miſed to the Lyonneſe, the moſt effectual and im- 
mediate aid, in men, and large artillery; who, by 
their ardent language, inflamed every heart, and re- 

vived the hopes of all; the Marſeilleſe now forgot 
their promiſes, and contented themſelves with ſend- 
ing ſon'e mercenaries, inſtead of taking arms, and 

' marching themſelves to fight in ſupport of a cauſe 
| | Sa * + 00: 
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fo juſt. The effect proved ſuch as was naturally to 
be expected. Their army, being undiſciplined, and 
| without a commander, fled before Cartaut, without 
daring to diſpute the victory. All the ſouth of 
France followed the example: The Lyonneſe, ſee- 
ing themſelves reduced to depend upon their own 
ſtrength alone, endeavoured to divert the ſtorm by 
acknowledging the Convention, and accepting what 
they called the Conftitution. They ſent deputies to 
Paris, to expreſs this acceptance; and to inſiſt upon 
the revocation of thoſe decrees of bloodſhed and 
proſcription which had been paſſed againſt them. 
This was the only means that, in their circumſtan- 
ces, remained to them, for hindering the neigh. 
bouring departments from making themſelves inſtru- 
ments of the reſentment of the predominant fac- 
tion, and for attaching the department of the Rhone 
and Loire to their cauſe, if there ſhould, after all, 
de a neceſſity for coming to open war. 

The deputies were received by ſome repreſenta- 
tives, in ſuch a manner as ſhewed them, that no 
hopes remained for their city. The printed account 
of the anſwers made by thoſe repreſentatives, ſhews - 
to what a height of madneſs and fury thoſe men 
carried their reſentment. Nor did they ſcruple to 
avow their wiſhes to throw the guilt upon the men 
of VIBE: Several of the Lyon neſe deputies were 
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obliged to take their Jight, i in ordert to ape? impri- 
neaeat,?. 8 
The only. rae nt which now nb Rwy was to 
x fy what terms might be obtained from the depu- 
ties ſent to Macon, to direct the operations of the 
ſiege. But, Reverchon, Abette, and Dubois- Crance 
were all equally deaf to the repreſentations which 
: were made to them. The name of Crance muſt con- 
tinue to excite the abhorrence of poſterity; while 
that of Lyons ſhall command its regret and admira- ' 
tion. Proviſions, of which the price had been al- 
ready paid, were kept back from Lyons. To the 
_ envoys from its citizens, Crance anſwered; © Think 
not to impoſe; upon me by vgin ſpeeches: the 
< blood of the Sans. culottes ſtill cries againſt the in- 
** habitants of your city: Let the Lyonneſe ſurrender 
their arms; and deliver up all the members of 
« their new adminiſtration.“ We have ſeen, what 
ſort of men thoſe Sans-culottes were, whom juſtice 
had condemned to a puniſhment which they had 
amply deſerved. It was to avenge thoſe men, that 
the repreſentatives of the French nation, coolly me- 
flitated the ruin of a great city; and required its 
en een to be delivered up to ern . 2 
| | ; | 75 2 he 
9 This authentic W ſigned by three of the —_ e 


clearly evinces the premeditated inteofjons. of the Convention againſt 
Lyons and the other prineipal cities of France, 6 We fhould be 


u ſorry, if there were not ariftocratea among you,“ 
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Ibhe affault thus certain, rendered proviſion for 
defence, neceſſary. The Lyonneſe, being obliged 
to quell a riot at St Etienne. en · Forez, availed them- 
ſelves of the occaſion, and took poſſeſſion of that 
poſt which was of great importance, and of a quan- 
tity of arms which were there depoſited. 

A people, gentle and peaceable, ſtrangers to war, 
had thus no reſource left to ſave themſelves from 
pillage and infamy, but that of bravely adventuritig 

1 their lives in their own defence. In reſpect to va- 
lour and military experience, the Lyonneſe entruſt- 
ed the command and the defence of their city to the 
brave de Precy. The gallant and high. ſpirited youth 

took arms: Citizens of all ranks and ages, laboured 
upon the redoubts. Theſe, by the ſkill of M. de 
Chennelotte were made ſo many maſter-pieces of 
fortification. Abundance of artillery was caſt un- 
der the direction of the brave Smidt. Lyons might 
have reſiſted the efforts of its enemies; had it not 
been treacherouſly deprived of the means of caſting 
cannons with a bore for balls of 16 and 24 pounds 


weight. It had none but 12 n to . 
| againſt its enemies, 


Feet, the attention of aides nk 10 be PR 
in a particular manner, upon thoſe prodigies of va- 
| lour, upon thoſe aſtoniſhing efforts which were ex- 
ra people abſolutely unſkilled in the uſe of 
arms. They ruſhed to combat; they braved every 
danger; 
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digger ; they bore with heroic fortitude, every toil, 
Ad every fatigue neceſſury in their particular fitua- 
en. They chearfully ſacriſiced their lives and for- 


tunes; in ſupport of their liberty, and in defence of 
all chat vas moſt dear and faered to them. SE 


Par II. ; 4 

| hen troops muſtered by Dubois-Crance, e 
| 0 Lyons. Among them were five hundred gun- 
ners, and a large train of artillery,—at leaſt an hun- 
dred and twenty pieces fit for the operations of a 
 fiege: There were alſo ten thouſand line of battle 
troops, of which three thouſand were cavalry ; with 
ſome battalions of national guards, which were 
dragged from their own homes, and obliged to 
ſerve againſt their relations and countrymen. All 
theſe troops appeared on the eminences overlooking 
the city on the quarter of La Croix · Ronſſe. General 
de Precy might eaſily have ſeized-their artillery, and 
diſperſed their army, as it was formed. But, that 
brave and experienced officer was reluctant to riſk 
the lives which might have been loſt in the enter- 
priſe. Lyons had, in truth, forty thouſand men 

able to bear arms. Of theſe, at leaſt a fourth part 
were determined to conquer or die. All who had 
been diſciplined and exerciſed, were impatient to 


try their force againſt the enemy. But, there were 


dee a TG Ohh matiy traitors - 
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and malcontents, to watch and reſtrain. The ſells 
Tpirit and inexperience of the greater number, u 
| ſuch that they could not be depended upon. ue 
unſucceſsful engagement might have endangerad the 
inſtant ruin of the townſmen's affairs. It was im- 
probable, that the Convention ſhould ſeriouſly in- 
tend the deſtruction of a city, the ſecond in magni- 
| tude, and in all reſpects, one of the moſt important 
in France. There was reaſon to believe, that the 
general and private intereſts would equally concur 
to prevent the abſolute execution of fo: ruinous 2 
purpoſe. It was evident; that the Lyonneſe were 
urged to take up arms, ſolely by the neceſſity of re- 
fiſting unſufferable oppreſſion, that they thought 
they ſhould be ſafe, if they {till continued AT 
rarer F nf: r 

Some of the Lyonneſe went with olive ani 
to meet the approaching army. They were received 
by the Royal Poliſh regiment ;—and the guides of 
the army of the Alps, commanded by Blanc of Niſ- 
mes, the ſame who ſtole the treaſury of the army 
of Jales : And while {even or eight of the Lyonneſe 
were-indulging the kindeſt expreflions of fraternity; 
they were ſurrounded and maſſacred by poltroons 
who durſt ſtrike them only behind. The attack in- 
Rantly began; and the aſſailants were ſpiritedly re. 
pulſed. Dubois-Crance who is not leſs ready at : 
nen than his colleagues, was not aſhamed to 


write 
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Aenne Convention, that the Lyonneſe had ate 1255 
tacked him; that the troops of the republic had 
met with a ſlight repulſe i but that, had it not been 
for the bad behaviour f Kellermann, Lyons might 
have been taken by affault It was impoſſible to lie 
more impudently. Thoſe who knew the ſituation 
of Lyons, by the preſent geography, ſince the divi⸗ 
fon of France into departments, knew it to be im- 
poſſible to bring a body of troops from the depart- 
ment of Lain without attacking the poſts of the 
Luyonneſe upon its confines. Crance acknowledges 
his purpoſe of taking Lyons by aſſault. Although, 
then, he had not given the ſignal for firing firſt, yet 
the very intention of aſſault, was in truth, an attack. 
Io evince the perſidious artifices which were em- 
ployed to enſure the ruin of Lyons, we need only 
obſerve, that Ganthier, the repreſentative, the ſame 
who, on the 29th of May, had been protected by 
the grenadiers of Lyons from the reſentment of 
thoſe, who through his contrivances had been de- 
prived of their fathers, brothers, and children, by 
laughter; Ganthier, being appointed by the Con- 
vention to attend the operations of the ſiege of Ly- 
ons, publiſhed, in all the journals, that the city had no 
reaſon to be alarmed by the approach of the troops; 
for that there was no intention of employing force 


br violent meaſures againſt Frenchmen. This pre- 


tence ſeemed to receive confirmation from ſome re- 
| | | ports 
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ports which were preſen ted to the Convention, 
The ruin of the Lyonneſe was meditated in horrible 
ſecrecy : and the moſt deſperate vengeance was * 

termined to be perfidiouſly inflicted upon them. 
Crance and his aſſiſtants, ſeeing that it would be 5 
impoſlible to take Lyons by ſudden aſſault, contri- 
ved another expedient, of which the ſucceſs appear- 
ed to them infallibly ſure. They endeavoured to 
ſow diſſenſion among the Townſmen, under pre- 
tence. of negociation : And expected final ſucceſs 
more from the intrigues of their party within the 
Walls, than from the efforts of their arms. One of 
their firſt diſpatches addreſſed to the ſections, allowed 
them only four hours to make anſwer to a multi- 
tude of propoſitions, reproachful, and of a nature 
on which it was impoſſible to decide ſo ſpeedily. 
They were to open their gates, to ſurrender their 
arms, to deliver up the commanders of the Armed 
Force, and the members of the Adminiſtrative Bo- 
dies, who were only deputies from the ſections, ſim- 
ply their mandaries, and agents for, the execution of 
their decrees. The general ſenſe immediately de- 
clared for the rejection of a demand ſo contrary to 
juſtice and honour ; and it was rejected with the 
contempt and indignation which it deſerved. The 
only reply was, by a vigorous defence, which indi- 
cated the intention of the Lyonneſe, rather to be 
e e e 
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guilty of an act of ſuch cowardly baſeneſs. But, 
for their defence againſt the forces which threaten- 
ed them on all quarters, there was ſomething more 
neceſſary than bare courage; it was neceſſary that 
they ſhould abſolutely devote their lives and for- 
tunes to deſtruction, for the ſake of their country. 
They wanted alſo the immenſe ſums requiſite for 
their daily, for their hourly expenditure. The ſec- 
tions unamimouſly reſolved to eſtabliſh a treaſury 
for ſupplying the expences of the ſiege, and to ſup- 
ply it by contributions proportioned to the fortune 
of each citizen. To ſupply the want of ſpecie, a 
paper money was iſſued upon the credit of the for- 
tunes of the citizens, and {till more upon that of 
their mutual confidence and good faith. 
| The beſiegers did ſuch juſtice to the motives upon 
which they had ſent their diſpatches, and to the 
character of the beſieged, as to anticipate the reply 
to thoſe diſpatches by a diſcharge, of their heavy ar- 
tillery from the poſt of Monteiſſuy and the battery 
of La Part. Dieu, which battery was raiſed with the 
aſũſtance and by the direction of the perfidious in- 
habitants of La Guillotiere. 
Let us however do Juſtice to Mr Paris, commiC. 
. -fary at war, and the bearer of one of the diſpatches 
of Dubois-Crance. . It was not his fault, that the 
beſieging army did not diſcern in due time the atro- 
city of the crimes in which they were urged to be- 
. come 
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come atcomplices. To continue them in their er- 
rour, all the repreſentations of the Lyonneſe were 
kept from their hearing. The public reading of 
their papers was forbidden under pain of death. 
They were inceſſantly told that the Lyonneſe burnt 
down the trees of liberty, put on the white cockade 
and diſplayed the white flag upon all their public 
places. It was added, that the patriots were in pri- 
ſon ; and that a ſmall number of the rebels, under 
the command of the Royaliſts, held out the fiege 
contrary to the wiſhes of the majority of the Townſ- 
men. Mr Paris, who obſerved the earneſtneſs with 
which the adminiſtrators communicated his diſ- 
patches to the people; and ſaw alſo the liberty of 
deliberation which was allowed, in reſpect to their 
contents, and the throng in which they afſembled 
in the Town-Hall, bore witneſs to the truth in a 
letter written by him to the Repreſentatives, in the 
preſence of the people. His letter was printed, but 
was not communicated to the beſieging army, whom 
the Repreſentatives continued to deceive 1 in regard 

to what paſled. k 
© Dubois-Crance ſent to Lyons, for ſurgeons, to 
cure his wounded men. In anſwer, he was inform- 
ed, that they ſhould be received and cured in the 
hoſpital Hotel- Dieu, and ſent back after cure. He 


accepted the offer ; ; and the Lyonneſe fulfilled their 
promiſe. 
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It was obſerved to Crance, that he certainly in · 
tended to employ contagious: infection from dead 
+ carcaſes, among other expedients for Teducing the 
city. In the moſt torrid heat of ſummer, a multi- 

tude of carcaſes remained unburied, and thus pro- 

duced infectious diſeaſes. Among others the Royal 
Poliſh regiment was reduced to an hundred and ſif. 
ty men. It was not till after repeated requeſts that 
the dead were permitted to be interred. The Re- 
publican army would hardly ſuffer the laſt offices to 
be diſcharged to thoſe who died fighting againſt 
them. The commander of a battalion who died of 
his wounds, was 'covered with earth, only to the 
neck; and Dubois-Crance was the 1 to inſult his 
dead body. i 
The bombardment was begun. The W fail- 
ed to produce the expected effect. Red-hot bullets 
were made uſe of, to haſten the conflagration of the 
city. The beſiegers deſiſted from firing them, only 
when they found that the artillery were too much 
injured by it. But they fired cold balls without in- 
termiſſion. There was not a ceſſation of more than 5 
chree hours in the four and twenty. 5 
As many of the inhabitants of the adjacent de- 
partments as were wanted, were, at laſt aſſembled. 
| Theſe were either ſeduced by artiſices, or prompted 
by a natural diſpoſition to injure a city of the proſ. 


Ry perity of which ey were e jealoyss or were perhaps 
Kd 
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led on by avarice to the pillage. The inhabitants of 
the Maconnais, of Charolais, of almoſt all Burgun- 
dy, of Avergne, Viverray, Velay, Dauphiny, Ber- 


gey, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by unexampled cruel- 
ty againſt Lyons. No conſideration could reſtrain 


them. They forgot, that their relations and friends 


were within the city againſt which they conſpired. 
They diſregarded their commercial connexions their 
ſtrongeſt intereſts, and the juſtice of the cauſe; in 
which they had but lately offered to take part. All 
theſe conſiderations were forgotten, or were ovEr- 
powered by that terrour which the tyrants of FIR 4 
are ſo ſkilful to inſpire. N n 


When the troops came in, Dubois-Crance evils 


them the black flag waving over the hoſpital.” In 
vain, ſaid he, is the banner of rebellion diſplayed in 
union with the natural flag. It ſhews plainly, that - 


if the Lyonneſe gain the victory, they mean to ex- 


terminate the inhabitants of the country, and ta 


ſeize what they poſſeſs as an indemnification for 
their loſſes.” Thus abuſing the credulity and igno- 
rance of thoſe terrified and ſimple people, he perſua· 


ded them, that the flag which, in every beſieged ci - 
ty, waves over the hoſpital, was the banner of re- 


bellion. To this abſurd falſehood, he added ano- 
ther ſtill more ſo— that His Royal Highneſs, the 
Count d' Artois and ſeveral other emigrants were 
concealed i in the WN By ſuch falſehoods were 


the g 
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the inhabitants of the country mie ed to ſuffer 

the burning of a manſion which had long been the 

general receptacle of poverty and diſeaſe ; which 
was one of the fineſt monuments of Chriſtian chari. | 
ty in Europe; and in which at that time, were thou- 


ſands of ſuch perſons, with many wounded, from 


among Dubois. Crance's troops. Bombs and red 
hot bullets were diſcharged more furiouſly againſt 
it, than againſt any other part of the city. It was 
ſet on fire two and forty times in one night. But, 
in ſpite of all the efforts of the be fiegers, theconfla. 
gration was ſtill extinguiſhed. The people, without 
murmuring, braved every danger, in defence of it. 


They ſaw by this the ſavage rage of their beſiegers. 


\ To this conduct of the enemy, was owing the con- 


1 SY ſtancy with which they endured their calamities *. 


I Theſe barbarities were but the prelude to what 
the Lyonneſe were farther to ſuffer. The Repreſen- 
tatives tried another expedient, in order to excite 
an inſurrection, which might end in the maſſacre of 
the chiefs of the military and civil adminiſtration of 
the town, or in the delivering of them up to the 
fury of the Conventional army. A trumpet was 
ſent; the diſpatch was opened in the preſence of the 
people; and they were called to hear it read. It 

contained very inſidious expreſſions of a nature to 


excite 

lt has been fince Gade kool, that the purpoſe of Dubois · Crance 

who had no doubt of reducing the et was to deſtroy the hoſpital, 
r its income might be ſeized. 
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excite inſurrection. It was faid, that by the laws 
enacted by the Convention, its deputies could not 
treat with proviſionary authorities whieh it did not 
acknowledge, but only with the people of Lyons. 
As the trumpet, the fire from the batteries, was 
redoubled ; and the men and women cut down by 
it, who had been drawn out by the appearance of 
the trumpeter, from their places of retreat. Thus, 
even while peace was propoſed, new victims were {till 
ſtaughtered. The people being aſſembled; their ad- 
miniſtrators retired. The people, after long delibe- 
ration, freely made anſwer, that their adminiſtra- 
tors were inveſted with their authority, and enjoy- 
ed their confidence, and to them only, ſhould pro- 
poſitions of peace be addrefled : that none of their 
adminiſtrators was juſtly an object of ſuch accuſa- 
tions as were laid to their charge; and that they 
only acted in obedience to their general wiſhes. 
They repeated thoſe wrongs which had driven them 
to take up arms, and repel force by force. Twen- 
ty thouſand ſignatures were ſubſcribed to this let- 
| tet. Of theſe, a cruel uſe has been ſince made. 
From that time, the enemy's fire became more 
intenſe. A reinforcement of five hundred gunners 
arrived, with the troops that had compoſed the gar- 
riſon of Valenciennes. They fired, without mercy, 
upon the women and children who ventured out to 
gather forme fruits in-gardens upon the heights fa- 


cin 8 


* 


and indeed the moſt diſtinguiſhed among them; for 
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ceing the batteries "The Lyonneſe ſoldiers were at: 
lured out, on pretence of fraternal kindneſs, and 


) were. maſſacred during theſe payleys. The priſoners | 


had their limbs cut off, and were tortured to death. 


When they were reclaimed, anſwer was made, that 


the Lyonneſe were rebels out of the protection of 
law, and were to be put to death, wherever found, 
within four and twenty hours after they were taken · 

The firing was indeed inceſſant, but made the 
greateſt havock during the night. Some traitors in 
the pay of Crance, in ſpite of every precaution that 


could be taken, and of the ſtrickeſt orders given, 


made ſuch ſignals as had been mutually agreed upon; 
and the bombs were directed accordingly. The con- 
flagration ſpread; and while perſons were buſy ex- 
tinguiſhing it upon the roofs, they obſerved the ar- 
tifices by which it was communicated to the houſes 
contiguous. Such treachery demanded an example 
of puniſhment, which was inflicted upon a woman 
taken in the fact. The puniſhment, although neceſ- 
ſary to the common ſecurity, became the ground of 
very remarkable calumnies. The Repreſentatives 


of the people baſely publiſhed through their army, 


that more than fve hundred women had been ſhot for 
crying for the ſurrender of the city. Among the 
traitors within the city, who directed thc enemy's 
fire, was the Conſtitutional Parſon of Croix-Rouſle; 


he, 


/ 
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he, every night, invented new ſignals to direct the 
firing of the bombs upon the hoſpital, in which the 


wounded from his own pariſh, were placed. One 
fact worthy of the annals of barbarity, is, that 


Crance, Ganthier, and their colleagues, expreſſed 
the moſt extravagant joy, at ſight of the flames aſ- 


cending from the arſenal. They interrupted a ſcene 
of ſcandalous debauchery, and came witli a troop 
of proſtitutes, to view the conflagration from the 
Chateau de la Pape. An hundred and ſeventeen 


; houſes adjoining to the arſenal, were, at the ſame 


time, reduced to aſhes. So did Nero rejoice over 
burning Rome. But, Nero intended to rebuild 
Rome. It was the purpoſe of the French Proconſul 
to reduce Lyons to final and laſting deſolation. 
The Lyonneſe had now but one reſource remain- 
ing for their ſubſiſtence. They had, as yet, poſts 
at St Chamont, St Etienne, and Mont Briſon, and 
{till received grain from the plain of Forez. Du- 
bois-Crance, receiving every day, new reinforce- 
ments, ſeized the ſmall town of Rive de Gier; and 
the enterprize was favoured by the principal Ja- 
cobins in that place. Servan, the Lyonneſe com- 
mander, was more guided in an attempt to re- 


take Rive de Gier, by his perſonal courage, than 


by the rules of prudence, or the conſideration of 
the ſmallneſs of his force. Of two columns which 
made the attack, one was obliged, after fix hours 
G engagement, 
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en gagement, to make a retreat which the ſuperior 
numbers of_the enemy rendered more glorious to 
them, than victory. The other column which Ser- 
van had engaged in a deſile, out of which it was 
impoſſible for them to eſcape. after performing 
prodigies of valour, were all cut in pieces, ſave ſive 
men. Servan was wounded, and made priſoner, 
delivered up to Vienne, and ſhot in the camp of la 
Guillotiere. N ext day, Dubois Crance wrote to the 
Towyſmen of Lyons: You butcher your priſoners, in 
woes of the law of nations, and of humanity. 
Ihe diſaſter at Rive de Gier, was followed by 
the evacuation of St Chamont, from which the 
Lyonneſe were at laſt driven by the continual at- 
| tacks of the enemy's cavalry, However, three hun- 
dred Lyonneſe believed, that, with the protection 
of their artillery, they might maintain their poſt at 
St Etienne. If they had been ſeconded by the inha- 
+ bitants of the place; they might have made good 


their purpoſe. But, an inſurrection of the parti- 


zans of the clubs, drove them from their ground. 
In St Etienne, there were many both men and wo- 
men trained to arms: Theſe aſſaulted the brave 
band who, at the riſk of their lives, were ſecuring 
to them, a continued ſupply of the means for ſub- 
ſiſtence. Several of the Lyonneſe, were aſſaſſinated 
in the ſtreets. There was firing for one whole day 
between the two parties. The aſſaſſins firing from 
1 their 
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their houſes, upon the Lyonneſe who wanted pro- 
viſions, and were expoſed on all hands; the latter 
were at laſt obliged to make their retreat in the 
beſt way they could. | 
The Lyonneſe cantoned at Mont.Brifon, with Ui 
brave nobles of the province of Forez, ſurprized, at 
the village of St Anthelme, Nicolas, general of bri- 
gade, with an hundred and twenty volunteers, and 
fifty of the huffars of Berchiny. Thoſe ſavage ra- 
vagers might haye been puniſhed for the pillage, 
murthers, and rapes of which they had been guilty. 
But, the name of Priſoner of War was ever reſpec. 
ted at Lyons; and they arrived there unmoleſted. 
General Nicolas and his officers, were treated, in 
the ſame manner as the Lyonneſe general and offi. 
cers. Their money and other property were not 
taken from them, But, forces were muſtered in 
Auvergne; a more powerful train of artillery came 
to the ſiege: and the march of new troops to all 
the avenues of approach to the city, became, each 
day, more formidable and alarming. | There was a 
want of grain at Mont. Briſon. General Precy ſaid 
to the troop, when they were obliged to think of 
| retreating: I admire your courage; but, if ou bring 
not grain, we muſt yield. This ſmall army knew the 
ſituation of Lyons, but thought of nothing, ſave to 
carry in grain, and to brave bombs and famine with | 
their fellow-citizens. 
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10 have a correct idea of the nature of their re- 
treat; let che reader think of eight hundred men, 
conducting by a forced march for five days and five 
nights, a convoy of two hundred carriages of grain, 
and another of a number of cattle through the 
middle of an hoſtile force of eight and twenty thou- 
ſand men: One half of that brave eight hundred, 
attacked by a fever, and enfeebled by want of food; 
Two battles fought and won: One, that of Salvinet, 
by four hundred and fifty men, againſt fix thou- 
| fand. Such were the difficulties they encountered 
in opening for chemſelves, a paſſage, and making 
their way into Lyons. 
But, before they reached Lyons, a detacliment 
"from the troop met with an accident which deſerves 
to be particularly noticed, as it is a remarkable proof | 
of the preſent degradation of the French character, 
and of the extreme immorality now , prevalent a- 
mong the nation. 

The Commander who had 67 to bring bis 
troop from its poſt at the caſtle of Mantrond, near 
_ Fleurs, upon arriving at the gate of Chazelles, there 
met the municipality, by whom he was informed, 
that they were ready to furniſh him with every aſ- 
fiſtance he needed. Deceived by the frankneſs of 
this offer, the detachment entered Chazelles, with- 
out ſuſpicion. They were kindly received by all the 
_ nuts; and refreſhments were offered them. 
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But, while they were thus engaged, in the fulleſt 
ſecurity, they were ſuddenly affailed by their perſi- 


dious hoſts, and maſſacred without mercy. The 
few who eſcaped, were obliged to cut their way 
through the troops of Dubois-Crance, which lay in 
wait for them. Madame de Viſague, a lady ſeven- 
teen years of age, and at that time eight months 


gone with child, hung weeping over her huſband, - 
who was mortally wounded. Her tenderneſs, her 


grief, her youth, her beauty affected not the hearts 


of the Allobrogian ſavages who ſurrounded her. 
One of thoſe wretches after firing upon her from 


behind, ſtabbed her with his ſabre upon the r 
of her huſband. 5 

_ Hardly had theſe Lyonneſe made ak way y back 
into the city, when it was completely blocked up. 
The only communication that remained open, was, 
that with Brotteaux, by the bridge of St Clair. 
The enemy reſolved to break down this bridge. 'To 
accompliſh what they had failed to do with cannon- 


- ſhot and bombs, they contrived to employ one of 


thoſe engines which had been framed to batter the 
bridge of Antwerp, and had been ſince uſed againſt 
the town of St Malo, The title of Infernal given 
to this engine, was enough to recommend it to the 
Jacobins. But, its ſucceſs did not anſwer expecta- 
tion. They had then recourſe to red-hot balls which 
ſucceeded no better. The intrepidity of the boat- 
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men, notwithilitding the terrible croſs fire of the 
beſiegers, ſtill diſappointed their purpoſe. S 
Dubois-Crance and his troops daily felt, to their 
coſt, what the citizens of Lyons were able to per- 
form, under the command of General Precy. They 
reſolved to deprive them of ſo able à general, and 
to execute this purpoſe, employed a perſon of the 
name of Baſſon, a member of the Popular Commiſſion. 
This man aſſumed fer an aſſociate in his enterprize, 
a perſon of the name of Marque, a clock. maker; 
and they two were to poiſon a general, who, like 
another Bargard, was himſelf an hoſt. They were 
detected, confeſſed their guilt, and were ſhot. 
. There was, by this time, a want of bread at Ly- 
ons. The ſmall quantity of grain which yet remain- 
ed, could not be readily ground into meal, as moſt 
of the mills had been burnt on the firſt days of the 


bombardment of the city. Famine began to be felt; 


and the inhabitants were reduced to a moderate 
daily allowance. Half a pound of oats was all the 
daily food allowed to each woman, old man, and 
child. Theſe agreed that the ſmall portion of coarſe, 
black bread that could be yet made, ſhould be di. 
tributed to thoſe who laviſhed their blood and life, 
in defence of the city. The want of other food was 

made amends for, as much as poſſible, by the more 


© liberal diſtribution of wine and oil through all their 


2 The rich and the poor ſuffered alike. 
_ Comforts 
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Comforts ſupplied by the former, aſſiſted the latter 
to endure their ills. The whole city preſented the 
affecting ſpectacle of, as it were, one ſingle family, 

animated by the one ſentiment of ardour to repulſe 
the enemy. 

Dubois-Crance had been called to Paris ; the Con- 
vention having accuſed him of protracting the ſiege 
unneceſſarily. His colleagues, Couthon, Chateau- 
neuf, Randon, Meignet, La Porte, Javogne, de- 
termined, in his abſence, to attack all the poſts at 
once. They had formed' the deſign of making a 
general aſſault. A great many iron. ladders were 
prepared for this purpoſe. But, underſtanding that 
the Townſmen had diſcovered their in tention, and 
made preparation to receive them ;—they deſiſted 
from this project. 

On the 28th of September, they a a ſul. 
- penſion of arms for a few hours. It was, particu- 
larly on the quarter of Oulins and St Fot, that the 
beſiegers diſcovered a diſpoſition to treat. But, 
this was only a feint, to favour the attack which 
they then meditated, and to make them ſure of the 
aid of traitors within the town. The troops ming- 
led together; and there were traitors bought. 

In the night of the 28th or 29th, a corporal of 
the name of 7 ruchet, deſerted from the poſt of St 
| Foi. He gave a ſignal to Dubois-Crance's ſoldiers. 
A great and n redoubt, which defended 


| that 


F 
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a thar poſt, and was commanded by Mr Julier de 
Vinzagnes, -was inſtantly ſurrounded, and ſurren- 
dered, without a ſhot. That poſt being loſt ; the 

| Lyonneſe were next obliged to retreat from the poſt | 

of Oulins, and to repaſs the bridge de la Mulatiere. 

The means prepared for the demolition of that 

bridge, were not properly made uſe of by thoſe to 

whom the execution of the meaſure, was intruſted. 

The commander La Roche-Neuilly, having laid the 

outer part of the bridge, too open, could not reſiſt 

the impreſſion of the Sans. culottes; and they n 

. into the iſle of Perrache. | 

The cowards who had abandoned the poſt of 

Saint-Foi, did not ſatisfy themſelves with that one 

act of treachery. They gave the alarm at the poſt 

of St Juſt, which ſuppoſing that the general's orders 
were, for them to retire, made their retreat, with- 
out any attempt to defend themſelves. The fate of 

Lyons was now inevitable. The deputies already 

thought themſelves maſters of it, and had ſent a 

courier, to communicate the news to the Conven- 

tion. Not foreſeeing, that farther dangers awaited 
them ; they now, for the firſt time, ſhewed them- 
| ſelves at the batteries in carriages intended for their 
triumphal entrance. Notice was given to Precy. 

Precy appeared. He rallied his force. Two of the 

_ foremoſt volunteers, having entered the town, were 

ſlain with his own hand. THO horſes were killed 


under. 


\ 
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under him. He- armed himſelf with 'the muſquet 
of a grenadier who was {lain by his ſide. He enter- 

ed the two principal redoubts, and drove back the 1 
enemy. His preſence, and his courage exalted all! 
around him to heroiſm. The poſls were all retaken, 9 
with the puſh of the bayonet. | 

But, this was not yet enough. Precy went Job 
to the iſle of Perrache. In vain did the enemy diſ- 
5 charge their cannon upon the brave Lyonneſe * 
ry: In vain- was their artillery pointed againſt a 
cauſeway, that was the only paſſage by which they 
could be attacked. Fifteen hundred of the beſiegers 
were ſlain. The reſt fled, ar plunged into the Saone. 
The beſieged were again in poſſeſſion of the iſle of 
Perrache, On that glorious day, they loſt the brave 

Duroſier, de Fleur, the Captain of the nobles of 

Forez, Bouillond, the younger Chanzieux, and two 

hundred more of their brothers at am. 

Treachery had been equally buſy on the ſide of Des 
Brotteaux. * Its advanced poſts va been perfidi. 
| : x 6 © N ouſly 

* The mof guilty of thoſe wretches who fold'to 1 Dabois-Craice 

| thoſe whom they pretended to defend,—was a perſon of the name of ' | | 
Revx, who had formerly been of the royal artillery, He had won ſo | — 

much of the general's confidence, as to have obtained the appoint- 
ment of major general of arfillery. This truſt rendered it eaſy for — 
him to injure the defence of the city; while he could at the ſame time 

hide his perfidy, by blaming the aukwardneſs and unſkilfulneſs of thoſe 3 
ed road a7 neon toons 
own” 
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ouſly yielded to the enemy. The forces were af- 
ſembled in the grand redoubt of St Clair bridge. 
It was hotly attacked: and the attack covered by 
© the fire of the batteries, and by the bombs of the 
enemy. The Lyonneſe fluſhed with the victories of 
Precy, 3 and animated with the general's s ſpirit, made 
the moſt: wee, 9 The: muſquetry and 
. artillery 


own treacherotis management. Prom him B daily recei- 
ved, an account of the ſtate of the city, arid of the orders given out 
for the defence of the day. He betrayed the deſign of breaking down 
the bridge which had been thrown over the Rhone near La Pape, and 
| occaſioned the deſtruction of thoſe who were employed in the enter- 
prize, The treachery of this infamous man was not at any time de- 
tected during the fiege. But, he t:. as received the price of his crimes; | 
He now, with the other butchers of the Facobins, gorges himſelf. in 
the blood of the citizens of Lyons with whoſe confidence he was 
honoured. He harangues in the clubs, and infiſts upon the neceſ. 
ſity of deſtroying all thoſe whoſe courage and virtues became particu- 
larly known to him during the ſiege.— Should any copy of this work 
fall into the hands of Reux, he ſhall learn from it, that Mr B 
who ated with the utmoſt gallantry during the ſiege, has ckaped the 
fire of the enemy, as well as his artifices. 
Nr B——— who ſerved at Lyons, in the capacity of Captain-En- 
gineer, was the perſon, who with very dangerous gallantry, ſet fire 
to ſome houſes near the bridge over the Rhone, by means of which 
the enemy had formed batteries, and placed in a fituation from which 
the garriſon of Lyons was greatly annoyed. He might have done 
much better ſervice, if Reux had not ſent previous notice to Dubois. 
Crance, of the defign of burning the bridge of La Pape. The plan of 
this expedition was formed by Mr B-—— who by a ſort of miracle 
eſcaped from the failure of its execution. Had it ſucceeded, a part 


of the enemy's heavy artillery, and of their magazines wottld have 
fallen into the hands of the Townſmen ; and the greater part of the. 
Town would have been ſaved from the bombardment. 


* 

. 
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artillery of the city ſoon diſperſed thi hoſtile ſqua- 
drons. Theſe retreated among the fine buildings of 
which a new town was forming at Des Brotteaux. 
In an inſtant all was laid waſte, at that place. All 
the unfortunate inhabitants who remained there, 
were immediately maſſacred by the ſavages. A few 
| who were wounded, were laid in the trenches, and 
there died in extreme agonies. Centinels were ſet, 
to hinder aſſiſtance from being brought to them. 
The dwelling of the rich, and the hut of the poor 
man, were equally ſet on fire. The earnings and 
inheritance of ſome thouſands of unfortunate per- 
ſons were confumed. Theſe horrible ravages, the- 
Lyonneſe could not prevent; but they made haſte 
to avenge them. The incendiaries were cut in pieces 
amidf their plunder. Many of their priſoners were 
reſcued from the very intrenchments of the enemy. 
Such were the events of that memorable day. 
An exchange of priſoners was propoſed. - But the 
| Repreſentatives of the People put to death, all that 
they had taken. One of theſe, Mr L' Homme, had 
his arm broken, after ſurrendering ; ; and after it was, 
cured, was ſhot to death. The Lyonneſe were now 
ſtill harder and harder preſſed by famine. They were 
in abſolute want of all neceſſaries for food; even 
the Heſh of domeſtic animals which they had for 
- fome time, uſed with their oats and bread, being 
now — conſumed. A late diſpatch from the 
H 2 * Repre@ 
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bende informed them, that the Conven- 

tion were now. victorious in all. quarters; the de- 
crees for the deſtruction of. Lyons could not be re- 
voked; that they muſt ground their arms, deliver 
up their artillery and redoubts; and. that in this 


caſe, their perſons and property ſhould be ſpared ; 
and only thoſe whoſe blood the law demanded, ſub- 


TR, jected to puniſhment. The law, it is well known, - 


ranked as emigrants, and condemned to death, all 
Who had borne arms in defence of the city, and de- 
creed the confiſcation of the goods of all who had 
remained in it, during the ſiege. This diſpatch was 
_ addreſſed to the thirty four ſections. It compleated 
their, dejection and deſpair. The number of the de- 
fenders was now reduced to ten thouſand, out of 


__ - forty thouſand; the aſſaults of the beſiegers became 


every day more frequent; and were often very fatal 
to the beſieged. The number of fighting men with- 
in the city, was ſo diminiſhed by death, wounds, 
and diſeaſe, that there were not enough to relieve 
the poſts, and that inſtead of going to reſt, thoſe 
who held the poſts, were obliged to paſs from one 
poſt to another. The bombardment became every 
day more and more deſtructive to the town: the 
number of the mortar batteries was augmented: 
the ſeaſon became more and more ſevere: there was 
a want of the neceſſaries for encampment : the peo- 


be began to become impatient; but were not yet 
| „ W | 
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diſpoſed to accept diſhonourable. terms, unworthy 
of the glorious reſiſtance they had made. The Sec- 
tions named Deputies to treat with the Repreſenta-· 
tives. But, the inſtructions and powers obliged 
them to abide by what had been demanded de | 
after the opening of the ſiege. 

After thoſe Deputies bad ſet out, the Ga ſee- 
ing that nothing farther was to be done or hoped ; 
and that the temper of the people began to be alarm- 
ing; knowing alſo that a treaty could be of no ef- 
fect, of which the obſervance or non · obſervance lay 
wholly within the pleaſure of the Repreſentatives ; 
thought it high time to crown the glory which he 
had earned in the fiege, by ſaving thoſe who had 
ſworn with himſelf, .never to bend the-knee before 
the tyrants of France. Precy ! illuſtrious: and too 
unfortunate Precy! wherever thou now art, whe- 
ther thou haſt eſcaped the ſword of the aſlaſſins, or 
art fallen by their hands, what thou haſt done for 
thy country, muſt make thy name immortal! From 
her ruins, a voice will ſtill cry to all nations, and all 
eyes; that if man could have ION ana it had 
been ſaved by thee ! | 
Poſterity will hardly believe, that this city, un- 
expectedly beſieged ; without fortifications; with- 
out regular troops; ſuſtained a ſiege for ſeventy - 
days; had more than thirty thouſand bombs thrown 
into it in the ſpace of _ four days, and along 


with 
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with theſ: an hundred thouſand cannon-balls ; 
to mention a conſtant diſcharge from other xa 19 
| — that the only ſucceſſes of an army of an hundred 
thouſand men, were their making eight thoufand 
retreat through the midſt of eight and twenty thou- 
ſand :—taking with four thouſand men the poſt of . 
la Duchere, which was defended only by fifty men; 
poſſeſſing of the poſt of the burying ground of la 
Croix Rouſe, after the Lyonneſe who retired, in 
good order, and with their artillery, had deter- 
mined to abandon it, having firſt deſtroyed two 
thouſand of the Sans-culottes ; and laſtly, in ſeizing 
the Maiſon Panthit, which they did, only upon the 
death of the brave Grandval, who commanded in it. 
We cannot refuſe to the women of Lyons, the 
55 praiſe which their heroiſm juſtly deſerves. They 
ſhared all the toils and dangers of the ſiege, with 


their gallant defenders. They braved alike, the 2 


bombs within the city, and the fire of the enemy, 
in the redoubts. Several of them, unmindful of 
their wounds, ſought only to expoſe themſelves 
where they were likely to be wounded anew. With 
their huſbands, fathers, and brothers, they were af- 
terwards to meet the puniſhment inflicted * ſuc- 
ceſsful villainy _ We 


ParT | 
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ParxT IV. | 

_ A reTrEAT was now. abſolutely neceſſary ; and 
: creviniancis required, that it ſhould be executed 
Z without delay. In the hopes of a treaty, ſome of 
our poſts had been already given up; and it appear- 
ed that through this raſh confidence in the good 
will of the enemy, the city was likely to bei imme- - 
diately in their hands. There was not a moment 
to loſe, for thoſe who deſired to eſcape from the 
furious vengeance of the beſiegers ;---the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed among the defenders of the city, and all 
the adminiſtrators who had devoted themſelves to 
danger for its preſervation. The general gave the 


neceſſary orders. It was a conſiderable time before 


thoſe who were to retire, could be brought together, 
Ton account of the reciprocal diſtance for the de- 
fence, they were ſeverally ſtationed. About two 
thouſand armed men, including cavalry, met toge- 
ther, at the poſts of Vai/es. The number would, 
_ doubtleſs, have been greater, if there had been time 
to give general warning. A few \four pounders, 
and ſome carriages containing the wreck. of the for- 
tunes. of thoſe who ſtrove to eſcape from the fury of 
the» Facobins,---followed this ſmall army who were 
determined to periſh gloriouſly, or find ſome place 
of retreat in a foreign land, _ 

Conceive! if it be poſlible, the PLONE diſtreſs of 
the city, when by the lights of the bombs, and 

| 8 houſes 
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houſes on fire, its moſt gallant citizens were ſeen to 

_ depart. © Here” a father tore himfelf, from the em- 

| | braces of his weeping children. There a ſon or bro- 

+ ther forſodk their diſconſolate family, and the abode 

of their fithers. "Young wives, animated by love 

and courage, took their infants jn their arms, and 

would accompany their huſbands. Ah! unhappy! 

they went to certain death! The order for ſetting 

out, was no ſooner given, than ſpies diſcovered to 

tte enemy, the place of rendezvous. A diſcharge 
of artillery was immediately poured among them. 

They were not diſmayed ;' but went on in mournful 

| fence, The Repreſentatives and the commanders 

of the beſieging army ſent couriers through all the 

furrounding country. At ſound of bell, the pea- 
ſants gathered from all quarters; and preparations, 

to cut of the retreat of the departing Lyonneſe. 

As they entered the defiles of St Cyr, at Mont D'Or, 

and thoſe of St Germain, they were obſerved by 

more than five thouſand men, with a conſiderable 

number of cavalry ; while the artillery from the 
heights, played upon them ; and they were harraf- 
ſed at every turn, by a diſcharge of muſquetry. 
They ſold their blood to the victors at a dear rate. 
But, notwithſtanding the valour and good condu& 
of their leaders; they were from time to time, cut 
in pieces. The ſavage inhabitants of Saint. Cyr, of 
Cauzon, of St Germain, of Albigni, of Saint-Ro- 


\ * 
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main, of Colonge, of Anſe, of Neuville, of Ville - 


Franche, of La Chaſſagne, of the village in the fo- 
reſt of Alix, —all the people of the country, from 
Lyons to Tarare, furiouſly ſhed the blood of the 


Lyonneſe who aſked of them, only bread and free 
8 paſſage 1 Againſt thoſe men, the Lyonneſe lifted not 


up their arms; but addreſſed them by the tender 
names of brethren. They had no pretext for at · 
tacking thoſe who injured them not. They aſſaſſi- 


nated them, only that they might divide their ſpoils. 
Tremble, wretches, if any beings have witneſſed your 
robberies, juſtice is perhaps nearer to fall _ you | 


than you imagine! 


Thoſe who ſuppoſe, that the humanity, loyalty, 
and other military virtues, that once diſtinguiſhed 
the French, belong to them ſtill, . muſt be inform. 

ed; that the huſſars of Berchiny, the Royal-Poles, 


the volunteers of the legion of the Alps, the volun- 


teers of the battalions of Ardeche, of Paris, of | 


L'Aude; and I. Arriege, butchered their priſoners 
in , tortured them by a cruel and lingering 
death, in preſence of one another; and then put to 
death every one of themſelves, whom they ſuſpec- 


ted of ſuffering a priſoner to eſcape. Neither age 
nor ſex was ſpared. The infant was mangled in its 
mother's womb. Such was the rage with which 
the Repreſentatives of the People, and the other 
n had inflamed all the inhabitants of the 
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country, that the bodies of thoſe Bale on chat bloody 
day, before being buried, were mangled and muti- 


lated with unexampled barbarity. Tol LET, the in- 


famous Tollet, conſtitutional vicar of Trevoux, went | 
in purſuit of thoſe who made their eſcape from him; | 
and when by perſidious offers of affiſtance, and by 
the abuſe of his ſacred functions, he had gained their 
ſecret, he delivered them up to the n, retain- 
: ing their fpoils to himſelf. 7 
Thus periſhed all the armed force that ſallied from 
Eyons on the 9th of October, excepting about forty 
or fifty men, who had the good fortune to be kind- 
ly received by the peaſantry. Six or ſeven hundred 
priſoners were transferred from dungeon to dun- 
geon: and were at laſt put into the cells under the 
-Common-hall, and other priſons in the city; into 
which they were crowded with the wounded and 
the dying, whoſe putrid ſores communicated noxi- | 
cus infection to one another. The carriages con- 
taining the effects of thoſe who retired; and ſome 
of themſelves who were otherwiſe helpleſs by wounds 
4 and fatigue ; might have been ſuppoſed ſufficient to ; 
gratify the Facobins. But it was not fo. _ 
The Deputies ſent by the Sections, to the ele: 
| ſentatives of the People, were received at firſt with 
flurpriſe; afterwards with expreſſions of pretended 
kindneſs. The Repreſentatives expreſſed merciful 
intentions, of which they were incapable ; which in- 
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dleed, after what the Convention had decreed, ahoy | 
could not poſlibly fulfill. But, while the negocia- 

tions were tranſacted; the Sans-culottes gave notice, 
that the guns were nailed up, and the poſts deſert- 


ed. The Repreſentatives could not diſſemble their 


joy, at having ſuch an occaſion for breaking off the 
conferences. They diſmiſſed the deputies, and went 
inſtantly, to prevent, by their preſence, as they ſaid, 
thoſe exceſſes of which the ſoldiers might otherwiſe 
have, in their madneſs become guilty. The troaps 

entered only in ſmall parties, for the firſt days after 

the ſurrender of the city. The Repreſentatives and 
the reſtored municipality ſpoke at firſt of nothing 
but clemency. The civil and military leaders were 
ſhot. But, the people were far from foreſeeing | 
what was to follow: they thought only of the pro- 
miſed plenty, which indeed began now to gratify 


| them, after the famine by which they 1 ſuffered, 


during the ſiege. ; 
The national guards of Apia the 0 2 


of the Alps, the huſſars of Berchiny, demanded the 


plunder which had been promiſed to them. The 
regular troops at Lyons, rejected the idea with hor- 


rour. The Repreſentatives, upon theſe different 
ſentiments, without diredtly commanding the ſack . 


of the city, made fome regulations towards it. 
They formed a Committee, and Offices of Sequel. 
| en at the head of which they placed a perſon 

AND I's 5 of 
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of ene of Deſmartins, who n. 


fortune, and defrauded his creditors, ſeemed to the _ 


Jacobins, a very fit perſon for plundering | his felow- 
- citizens, and marking out victims for public execu- 
tion. By his direction, Mr Reux, the architect, 


and fourteen other citizens, equally blameleſs and | 
ON N were dragged to the ſcaffold. . 


When the defenders of Lyons were thus te : 
. and bound in fetters, the members of -the Revolu- 
tionary clubs, returned. The principal club was 

re-eſtabliſhed at the theatre. They began with rai- 
| ſang their incendiary clamours, and prompting do- 
miciliary viſitations and arreſts. The Repreſentative 


1 Savogne went 'to their club, and delivered an ha- 


rangue, ſome particulars of which, deſerve to be 
noticed. After deſcribing Challier and Riard, as 
n martyrs of liberty, heroes of the Republic, friends 
and avengers of the People ; he ſpoke to the labour- 
ers, of the baſe ſervitude in Which induſtry and the 
mechanic arts had long been held; he repreſented 
the rich, and the poſſeſſors of real property, as u- 
ö ſurpers of the patrimony of the Sans-culottes ; ; he ex- 
| horted them to reſume what was their own, to 
take poſſeſſion of that wealth which there was no 7 
perſon able to keep from them: he ſpoke of the de- 
molition of the buildings of the city, as one means 
_ of attaining to that ſublime equality, which is the | 
baſis of liberty,---the only principle of the ſtrength 
SET; | e and 
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and etergy of a warlike people, to whom commerce 
and arts are unneceſſary. He publiſhed the decree 
by which the name of Lyons was altered to that of - 
CoMMUNE-AFFRANCHE (The Freed Commonalty:) 
Ile required all faithful patriots, upon their duty to 
their country, to denaunce the Judges and jury of 
the Court that had condemned the immortal Challier, 
Hall the members of the conſtituted authorities, of 
the popular commiſſion, and of the proviſionary 
municipality, the Judges of the peace, and their 
aſſeſſors, . · the officers of all the battalions,---the pre- A 
ſidents and ſecretaries of the ſe&ions,---and alſo the 
| ſame officgrs of the committees that had been form- 


ed during the ſiege. He exhorted them to denounce 
at offices which were eſtabliſhed for receiving ſuch 
denunciations, all the rich, and all who ſhould con- 
ceal their effects. He ended with ſaying, that to 
denounce one's own father, would be an act of ſtern 
virtue, worthy of a Republican. He expreſſed him- 
ſelf with the moſt extraordinary rage againſt the 
lawyers, merchants, and clergy, The blaſphemics 
and impious ſayings in his harangue ſhall not be 
here repeated; Should. that harangue reach poſte- 
rity; it will be found to contain an abſtract of the 


doctrine of the Facobins,---and to be a ſhort code of 9 5 


the utmoſt miſchief that can be invented by man. 
Inflamed by thoſe exhortations, the populace be- 
, gan the domiciliary viſitations. The members of 

FE =: . BY | | the 
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the clubs, from every ſection, ſupported by detach- 
ments from the revolutionary army of Paris, abuſed 
with the moſt. opprobrious language, thoſe whoſe 
retreats they broke in upon, and carried off their 
proviſions and effects, at pleaſure. They were ſure 
of mecting with no refiftance. The firſt meaſure of 


the Repreſentatives, had been, the general. diſarm- | 


ing of the citizens, with the utmoſt rigour. The 
Object of the domiciliary viſitations, was alſo, to fill 
the priſons with all thoſe who were denounced by 
the members. of the clubs. In the ſtreets, in the 
| public ſquares, they arreſted the paſſengers, on pre- 
8 tence, that they appeared to be 4 riſtacrats, and car- 
ried them to places of conſinement. 
= Executions. became continually more i 
De Platigny, the brave Viſcount de Melun, La 
Roche · Neuilly, Mont - Colomb de Precy, nephew to 
the general, and worthy of the name, (for when 
his head was laid on the block, he continued to cry, 
= God. ſave the King + ) Clermont-Tonnerre, De Vichi, 
' Beflon, Baile; * and various others of the Lyonneſe 
_ - officers, met the fate which was intended for all 
who had ſhared their exertions, and their glory. 


Ls 


| *® This old man's virtues were ſo well known, and ſo highly reſpec- 
ted, that when he wag about to be ſhot ; the people with one voice 


| ſolicited his releaſe. . He was uſt but again arreſted ; and in the 
e death. 
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Theſe executions ſtruck terrour into the hearts — 
the citinens. Many fought their ſafety in flight; 
notwithſtanding all the precautions employed to 
confine or intercept them. The Repreſentatives 


had recourſe to one of thoſe artifices which are fa- 


miliar to their accurſed ſect: on pretence of mode- 


ration, they allured their victims into the ſnare into 


which they wifhed them to fall. A proclama- 
tion was publiſhed, declaring, that thoſe fears were 
groundleſs which had driven many fathers of fami- 
lies to flee into exile; that the Convention never 
would deprive them of the means neceſſary for the 
ſupport of themſelves and their children; that their 
beſt means to eſcape all danger, was, for every ma- 
nufacturer to appear voluntarily before the munici- 
pality, and declare that they meant to proſecute 
their trade; ſpecifying, at the fame time, what 
number of workmen they intended to une 
Merchants were, at the ſame, required to give an 
account of the nature of their tranſactions; and to 
prove, by exhibiting their books,\the truth of their 
repreſentations. | 
This proclamation produced the intended effect. 

The credulous Lyonneſe returned to their dwellin 88. 
They were ſpeedily arreſted. Their doors were 
| ſealed up; their books of accompts carried to the 
public offices, truſtees ſet over their property, wo- 
men and children left deſtitute of | 
| IA; 
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The bloody laws framed by the committee of 


public ſafety, had then their courſe. A number not | 


under forty citizens, whoſe lives and tried virtues 
had raiſed them to general eſteem, were dragged 
. out, day after day, to execution. A baſe populace, 
and ſome hired wretches, cried Vive la Republique, 


2s the executions went on; but their voices could 


not overpower the general expreſſions of terrour 
and alarm with which the Repreſentatives and the 
| Jacobins reproached the Citizens of Lyons, as fo 
many crimes. 'Fhey reproached thoſe unhappy men, 
as unworthy of the name of Republicans. A bill 
was poſted up in public places, branding all as Ari/- 
| tocrats, who ſhould expreſs the ſmalleſt ſorrow or 
compaſſiòn at che ſight of the executions. e 
By ſuch a tyrannical abuſe of authority, unex- 
ampled in the annals of deſpotiſm, the Repreſenta- 
tives ſuppoſed that they ſhould the moſt readily at- 


tain the end they had in view; thus palſying- all : | 


energy of ſentiment in the minds of the people, and 
_ extinguiſhing humanity and religion together. The 
Apothegſis of Challier, was conſidered as a neceſſary 
expiation for his death: the honours paid to the 
memory of the other Sars-culottes, were repreſen ted, 
as an -homage juſtly due to their illuſtrious virtue 
and glorious fate. A ſolemn and fplendid feſtival - 
Was appointed. The deſtruction of the city, and 
| the puniſhment of its inhabitants, were held out to 
ERS _ | Wc | Res © 
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be facrifices due to the manes of thoſe' worthy pa- 
triots, and faithful republicans who had fallen du- 
ring the ſiege. The image of Challier was carried 
in triumph through the city. His buſt was placed 
on the altars of liberty, which were erected in all 
the temples of that religion which was now pro- 
faned and aboliſhed. An engraving of his figure, 
was put into every hand. His panegyric was pro- 
nounced in all the popular ſocieties. All theſe pre- 
vious ſteps were but preludes to others of a nature 
incredibly extraordinary and ſcandalous, by which 
France was to diſhonour herſelf before the whole 
world. They could not be believed, if the news- 
writers of Lyons, and others in the pay of the Con- 
vention, had not, at the time, deſcribed the extra- 
vagant and facrilegious ceremonies of the ridiculous 
proceſſion which was made in honour of Challier and 
his accomplices; in which the Jacobins and their 
partizans ſtrove to inflame the populace with their 
own frenzy,—with that impious madneſs which led 
them to. acknowledge no Providence, fave in their 
own ſanguinary oracles, no God but ſuch of their 
execrable accomplices, as had fallen amidſt the per- 
petration of their crimes, 


It was on a day ſpecially apr the fans 
vices of the proſcribed religion, that the aſſembled 
people ſaw the Facobins, both men and women, 
e in proceſſion, with the image of Challier car- 


K | ried 


— * 
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ried kefore them, The proceflion was 8 by a 
number of men carrying in their hands, conſecrated 

vaſes; who were followed by an aſs, having 2 mitre, 5 
on its head, facerdotal robes, on its body ;—bearing - 
on its back the emblems of the moſt ſacred myſteries 
of the Catholic Religion, and having a bible ſuſ- 
pended from its tail. After this proceſſion had pa- 
raded through the city, and returned to the place 
from which they ſet out; they there burnt the ef. 
figy of Challier, and the bible was thrown into the 
funeral pile. The aſs was made to drink out of a 
aup: and had not the crowd been diſperſed by a 

ſtorm, ſooner than they had expected; profanations 
of religion and order, yet more horrible, would have 
been committed, and a general maſſacre of the DW 
foners would have followed, 

- The Repreſentatives took advantage of the W 
to which ſome had been raiſed, and of the ſtupor, 
and faintneſs of ſoul, into which others had been 
terriſied: and executions ſtill more ſhocking and 
arbitrary, were again perpetrated. Not only were 
thoſe conducted to the ſcaffold, whote proſcription 
had been commanded by the Deputy Favognes, and 
the Convention. If a man had but a fingle enemy 

in the clubs; if he were rich, or ſuppoſed to be 

rich; if worthy, noble, or a prieſt; his death was 
inevitable. I ſtop here. -I would, for a moment, 
ok back on thoſe ſcenes of * and horrour; 
and 
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and would dwell, with whatever reluctance and a- 
verſion, upon that terribly intereſting exhibition * | 
madneſs, ſuffering, and flaughter. ' / - 5 

Barbarous and bloody men! You committed tho 
ſavage deeds! It is ours to publiſh tlꝛem to the world. 
Can we expreſs the ſavage joy with which you ſtab- 
bed your victims? And yet, did not their heroic 
fortitude ſometimes overawe and ſtagger you? * May 
the exhibition of your crimes, if it cannot affect you 
with feelings of remorſe; at leaſt awe you from the 
future commiſſion of ami deeds! May it impreſs 
you with an anxious terrour of the nen 
which awaits you! 2 | 

The priſons were not ſufficient to contain all thoſe 
who were dragged into confinement. Churches, 
and private houſes were ſpeedily filled with unhappy 
perſons who were, without intermiſſion,” taken one 
after another, into arreſt. The Jacobins ſtill com- 
plained of the tardineſs of the proceedings of the 
a and military commiſſions. They created a tem- 


Ka \ porary 


* Let us ſtrew flowers on the tomb of M. Cwapuis de Maubourg ; 
may his memory be preſerved in every loyal heart! This gentleman, 
_ eſteemed one of the firſt officers of artillery in Europe, fell into the 
hands of the ruffians. They offered him his life, on the condition of 
his ſerving in the armies of the Convention. The offer was renewed 
when the bandage was bound over his eyes, previouſly to his being 
ſhot. No; replied he, I have never fought, and never will fight, but 
for God and my country. He met the death, which his brother had 
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porary commiſſion, the members of which were cho-: 
ſen from among the Revolutioniſts who had come 
from the capital, for' the ACA of ”_—_ and 
its inhabitants. 
"That temporary hin of which the powers 
_ rivalled thoſe: of the Repreſentatives, arreſted, at 
_ pleaſure, all who were denounced to them, brought 
the perſons arreſted before ſeven of their accompli- 
ces, whom they had inveſted with the authority of 
Judges; where, after being aſked their names, and 
what they had done during the ſiege; the perſons 
thus judged, were ſent to execution, whatever might 
be their anſwer. * The Guillotine was thrice remo- 
ved from one ſtation to. another. Trenches were 
cut to receive the blood ; which, notwithſtanding, 
ſtreamed over the ground, all around the ſcene of 
murther. The executioners were wearied out. The 
Repreſentatives themſelves became impatient, of the 
tardineſs with which their bloody mandates were 
obeyed. They then told the people, that their ven- 
geance was too ſlow, that their enemies who had 
conſpired againſt them, muſt periſh in a maſs; that 
eo = 5 es they 
| ® The Rufkans repaired, in the evening, to the place where they 
were to meet for the performance of their inhuman functions. They 
had juſt riſen from the groſſeſt and moſt profligate debauchery. They 
were in the frenzy of intoxication, when they went to diſpoſe of a 
multitude of lives. Without witneſſing their levity, inconſiſtency, ; and 


ſtupidity ; it muſt be impoſlible to think that humanity could be ſo far 
degraded. 


SIEGE Or LYONS. 7 


they ought to be exterminated by thunder, in order 
to gratify that will by which Wr been m 
demned. | 
Sixty victims were carried nn to Brotieaux. 
Some of them fell by a diſcharge of guns: others, 
by the ſabre and the bayonet. Next day, two hun- 
dred priſoners were brought from Saint-Joſeph, 
without knowing themſelves to be condemned. 
When they came before the Town-houſe, they were 
told that the law had ſentenced them to die. They 
were forthwith mercileſsly maflacred. 
Some men of ſenſibility could not longer cus 7 
the perpetration of ſuch cruelties, upon citizens who 
were diſarmed and now peaceable. They ſent a de- 
putation to the Convention, to beg a ceſlation from 
the farther effuſion of blood, ere the city were re- 
duced to/ final ruin. Thoſe who were deputed, ſet 
forth the ills, that deſolated their miſerable country. 
Their complaints were liſtened to; and the Preſi- 
dent of the Convention ſent them to ſtate their 
grievances to a committee who were to make a re- 
port upon them, to the Convention. Collot d' Her- 
bois got notice of this. He attended, mounted the 
roſtrum, and impudently denied the greater part of 
thoſe murthers which the committee of public ſafety 
had commanded. He accuſed all the inhabitants of 
Lyons of inciviſm. He had the audacity to aſſert, 
that the women of Lyons proſtituted themſelves to 
| - - the 
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the Revolutionary army, to ſeduce them from r 
duty. The dreadful execution of the two hundred 
and fixty-nine perſons in the ſpace of two days, he 
could net diſavow. But he maintained, that theſe 

were conſpirators who deſerved death; and it was 
mercy to diſpatch them, rather by cannon · hot, than 
by the Guillotine; becauſe, in the former caſe their 
ſufferings were all ended at once, in the latter, each 
would have ſtill felt the pangs of death, at ſight of 
the execution of thoſe who periſhed before him... . 
And we, too, cried he, ſpeaking to the Jacobins ; 
we too have ſenſibility. The Lyonneſe deputies 
were therefore put in irons, and delivered over to 
the Revolutionary Tribunal. | 

Anſwer, Collot d' Herbois, anſwer thou i 
- equally profligate and worthleſs in thy private life, 
and in that public ſituation to which thou haſt been 
raiſed over the ruins of thy country: equally deſti- 
tute of abilities, and inflamed with ſavage and blood. 
thirſty ferocity ; Anſwer, and ſay how thou daredſt 
to truſt ſo confidently to the tame ſtupidity of the 
Pariſians, as to. hold ſuch language before them ? 
| The aſſaſſination of nine hundred fixty and nine in- 
habitants of Lyons, was perpetrated in thy preſence. 
Thou canſt not hope that this horrid butchery will, 
be forgotten ? Its circumſtances ſhall be here reveal- 
ed, before thou art called to an account for them. 


A Two 
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Two hundred ſixty and nine victims were taken 
indiſcriminately out of all ranks and ages. They 
were bound to trees. They proteſted loudly that 
they had not been interrogated, and that they died 
for their God, their country, and their king. The 
| gunners frem talenciennes, then pointed their can- 
non-againſt them, Some, whoſe chains were cut 
by the ſhot, endeavoured to make their - eſcape. 
| Theſe were purſued, and hacked to pieces by the 
ſabres of the dragoons of Lorraine. By the cannon- 
ſhot, the greater part, having only their limbs ſhat- 
tered or mutilated ; they were then ſhot to death | 
by repeated diſcharges of muſquetry. The bodies 
were thrown into the Rhine ; ſome of them being 
ſill alive. Two had ſtill ſtrength to ſwim, and made 
for the oppoſite bank. They there held out their 
hands in ſupplication. Some dragoons croſſed the 
river, and put an end to their lives. Their carcaſes 
were left to birds of prey. This terrible execution 
took up a whole hour, inſtead of half-a-minute, as 
Collat d Herbois had falſely aſſerted. \ Such is | the 
ſenſibility of the Facobins / 2 1 
But, who could endure to trace the monſters 
through all their cruelties? Who could have endu- 
| 8 8 
one poor creature, eſcaped, ſeverely wounded, and hid himſelf 
behind the Tete d'Or. © A perſon who ſaw him, gave him his arm, and 


covered him with his cloke. They were both diſcovered, taken, and 
ſhot. 
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red to hear the cries and groans which 0 
from the priſons, as they were continually filled by 
domiciliary viſitations, and emptied by executions? 
Who could bear to ſee the heart-rending fight of 
thoſe wretched priſoners, deſtitute of all ſupport, 
ſeparated from their families, whdſe aſſiſtance was 
refuſed them, paying their jailors for the very air 
they breathed, covered with rags which had becn 
thrown to them, when they were ſlripped of their 
clothes, devoured by vermin, and periſhing under 
infectious jail-diſeaſes ? They invoked death to ter- 
minate their ſufferings. Even death could ſcarcely 
fave them from puniſhment. Their bodies were, 
even after death, taken to the ſcaffold. ._ 

Old-men, even of the age of cighty, who not 
having remained in Lyons during the ſiege, could 
be comprehended under the ſanguinary decree of 
the Convention; and who were unable even to 
walk, from the infirmities of age; were however | 
delivered over to the executioner, and dragged to 
the ſcene of death. Of theſe, one, Mr Vonty, whoſe 
crime was, the having ſaid to a ſervant by whom he 
was betrayed, that he would give five hundred 
thouſand livres, to rebuild the hoſpital, was put to 
death, for this intended good deed. Mr Zauras 
was the father of ten children ; his wife was. big 
with the eleventh ; ſhe went with all her children, 
to beg her huſband's life from the Commiſſaries, 
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but in vain; neither conjugat tenderneſs. and ſor- 
row, nor the tears of the children, nor any of thoſe 
things which the moſt powerfully affect the ſympa- 
thetic feelings, could ſoothe the monſters, or pre- 
vail with them to ſpare the-buſband and the father: 
« {4 way with the little tygers,---the rebel blood,” was 
the only anſwer of the Commiſfaries; and M. ear 
was condemned to death, in the preſerice of his fa- 
mily. Mrs Lauras then tried to move the Repre- | 
ſentatives but, equally in vain.” Lauras was led 
out to execution; his wife following. The ſcene 
reſounded with her cries. Her huſband was execu- 
ted before her face. The pains of pregnancy came 
upon her prematurely. She was carried home. The | 
officers of the committee of ſequeſtration arrived at 
her houſe, at the ſame time. Their ſeals'were ſet 
on all her effects. She and her family were driven 
out of doors: They were ſuffered to carty nothing 
with them; not even the child. bed linen which had 
been prepared for her lying i in. She did not ſurvive 
this diſtreſs : her children were then placed in the 
charity- work. houſe- . 

The Lady Auriol, diſtinguiſhed by her af-Qion 
for her huſband, and by the noble efforts ſlie made 
to reſcue him from the hands of his murderers; 
when, unſucceſsful in all her endeavours, ſhe de. 
manded, in the frenzy of ſorrow and deſpair, to be 
put to death with him, the only conſolation offer- 


and ſhutting her up with proſtitutes. Many of the 
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ed her, was that of dividing her from her children; 


women hoped, that, by their tears, groans, and ſup - 


plications, they might perhaps ſuceeed ſo far as to 


ſoften the cruelty of the Repreſentatives and their 
minions. They came in crowds, to wait upon them; 
but were refuſed a hearing. They were threatened 
with a diſcharge of guns againſt them. Two, more 
firm than the reſt, continuing their intreaties, were 

arreſted. They were ſentenced to be fixed to the 
* Guillotine for fix hours; they were beſmeared- with 
the blood of their huſbands ;- and from ſuffering 
this puniſhment, they were carried to priſon, to be 
there confined for three months. The Lady Cochet, 
who was accuſed of having fired a cannon during 
the ſiege, a woman equally diſtinguiſhed by her 
beauty and her courage, received ſentence of death. 
She declared herſelf pregnant; and the ſurgeons at- 
teſted: the truth of what ſhe alledged. She was led 
out to puniſhment. In vain- did the implore the 
life of the child in her womb. She was beheaded ; 
and the Facobins gloried in this deed: of atrocity. 
They put alſo to death, a young woman, ſeventeen 
years of age, who refuſed to diſcover where her fa- 
ther was concealed. Almoſt all thoſe' who were ill 
of their wounds in the hoſpital, were dragged from 
| * en bed to the ſcaffold. 


* > * 
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"The enormity of thoſe cruelties ſeemed to pro- 
miſe, that they. ſhould not laſt long. Hope was, 
for ſome moments encouraged. A part of the troop 
who formed the ſiege of Lyons, reproached the ſol - 
diers of the Revolutienary army, - Who had come, 
ſome time after them, in order to aſſiſt at the exe- 
eutions, with appropriating the ſpoils of thoſe 
who were executed. They complained likewiſe of 
being worſe paid, and worſe treated than thoſe who 
had come, only to aſſiſt in putting the Lyonneſe to 


death, in cold blood. The quatrel ſeemed likely to 


determine one or another of the two parties to ſide 
with the townſmen. The executions were ſuſpend- 
ed, till the troop could be diſmifled ; which was not, 
till after they had killed fifty men of the Revolu- 
tionary army,---and a new reinforcement had been 
called from Paris. The executions were then re- 
newed, with more fury than ever. On pretence, 
that the quarrel had ariſen from a new conſpiracy 
fomented by Malignaits, the rich, and the Ariſto- 
crats, the butchers became more bloody-minded 
than ever. The Jacobins repreſented to the Con- 
vention, and publiſhed in their Journals, that it was 
impoſſible to regenerate Lyons, and to exalt the ſen- 
timents of its inhabitants, - even of thoſe of them 
who were Sans-culottes, to the full elevation of the 
Revolution; that the artizans, greedy of gain, and 
enervated by works of domeſtic manufacture, want- 
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ed the * of character neceſſary to ſoldiers and 
xepublicans. Collot d'Herbois propoſed 2 plan for 


turning the numerous population of Lyons to a pro- 


per uſe. His plan ſeems to have been, to remove 
them from their native city, and to ſettle them in 
colonies in thoſe departments which had been the 1 
moſt laid waſte by civil war. Five thouſand lives 
already facrificed by thoſe execrable monſters, were 
inſufficient to glut their rage. They reſolved to 
wreak the ſame vengeance on. all- that remained of 
thoſe twenty 1 thouſand who had ſigned the anſwer 
to Dubois-Crance' 8 diſpatch; that anſwer in which 
the people of Lyons doing homage to the virtues, 
and generous zeal of their civil magiſtrates and mi- 
-litary commanders, perſiſted in their refuſal to deli. 
ver them up, and demanded that all diſpatches from 


the enemy ſhould ſtill be addreſſed to them. Blood 


continued to ſtream for nearly five months. With 
che carnage, horrour, and deſpair which the city 
exhibited, ruins alſo covered it on all quarters. The 


ſquare of Lewis the Great, one of the nobleſt in Eu- 


rope, was deſtroyed. The houſes ſituate in the 
more mercantile quarters of the town, having been 
before injured by the bombs, were now entirely 
razed. Thoſe which ſtood on the quays of the 
| Rhone, and the Soane, were equally deſtroyed, E- 
very fine monument of the Arts periſhed. T he 


TY ty 
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property was pillaged from all the houſes: * and the 
Sans-culotte populace, obedient to the orders of the 


Jacobins, poiſoned by their infernal doctrine in the 
clubs, paid, to demoliſh, to denounce, to applaud 


the daily aſſaſſinations,” continue to purſue their ca- 


reer of frenzy and guilt. It is not enough to eſcape 
once from death, by what the Jacobins call a judgment 
of the Commiſſaries. The prey is ſoon again ſeized 
and delivered over to execution; if ſo credulous, as 
to * itſelf n from danger, or to neglect : 
be had recourſe to. The barbarous actors on this | 
ſtage of laughter, ſeem to fear the future want of 
victims for their fury. Theſe are multiplied and 
continually hunted out, by their wanton and cruel 
foreſight. All that come in or go out, are expoſed 
to the moſt ſcrupulous examination, and to the in- 
ſpection of a number of raſcals who are ſold and de- 
voted to thoſe that command them, Sure of impu- 
nity, their very errours, if againſt the innocent, 
are N as proofs of their = 1 denunci- 
hs | 4 VN" 
— Al u gold, ſilver, and precious effeQs have * ſwallowed up by 
the Convention. The ſoldiers who ſerved at the ſiege, have had only 
an hundred and fifty livres each, in aſſignats. It was decreed in the 
Convention that Lyons ſhould be demoliſhed at the rate of an hundred | 
houſes in the month, —beſide thoſe marked out as belonging to the 


rich, At Marſeilles, Bourdeaux, Caen, and particularly Mont- briſon, 
there ha has been a imilar demolition, 
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ations are rewarded, and every crime obtiins ks 
pay.“ ; 
8 The oſtenſible profeſſion of bee b 
tended devotedneſs to the ſervice of the tyrants of 
France; the wearing of their livery and enrolment 
among the hordes armed for their defence ; are even 
_ fufficient to confer ſecurity. Several of the Lyonneſe 
Have been purſued and ſeized by the Facobins, even 
in the republican garriſon, in which they thought 
_ themſelves ſafe. f They have been brought back, 
bound and gagged, and died by the hands of thoſe 
whoſe ignominy and toils, they had conſented to 
| ſhare, Very ſtrict orders are given to arreſt them, 
at the gates, on the highways, and eſpecially upon 
che frontiers, whenever they attempt to make their 
eſcape. Their numbers are daily diminiſhed by the 
exceflive precautions which they employ, and by that 
nakedneſs and want to which they are obliged" to 
reduce themſelves, in order to have a * of 
elcapl in | 5 ER TOTES AF Tg FF 
FEY. ; e gl the The 
S The 1 ors of all thoſe crimes, have been, not only 
Collot d'Herbois, Albitte, Guathier, Fauchet, Chateau-Neuf, and 
Randon, of the Convention, with the Deputies from the J acobins of 
Paris ;—But alſo, of Lyons itſelf, Archard, the two brothers Chalons, 
| Doret, Stephanis, Bertrand the mayor, the elder Montanier, Baudin, 
Francey an exchange broker, Andrieux-Seriffiet, Gravier, Dumanoir- 


Noel, the Abbe Pompelonne, Suchet the elder, Hodieu, Roulot, and 
a number of others. 


+ Forty-five Lyonneſe who enrolled themſelves AI; Chaſfturs 
de la Montagne were brought back and ſhot on the ſame day. 


* 
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The inlabitants of the circumjacent country are 
involved in the ſame terrible proſcription. All thoſe 
in the department of the Rhone and Loire, and in 
the neighbouring departments, who have ſhewn any 
partiality to the principles of the Lyonneſe, ſince the 
29th of May, are condemned to death. The muni- 
cipal officers of the Communities, which ſent them 
aſſiſtance during the fiege, have paid with. their 
heads, for thoſe generous exertions. The Repre- 
ſentative Favogne has, with abandoned wickednels, phy: 
taken the victims of his leachery, out of their mourn- 
ing families. At St Etienne-en-Forez, had he not 
been eſcorted by a detachment of dragoons, he would 
have.met. the. puniſhment which he deſerved, and 
which would have been inflicted, without reſpect to 
his quality. 
At Lyons, the ſame lawleſs, diſorderly banditti, 
encouraged: by the example which was ſet them by 
their Commanders, abandoned themſelves without 
fear or ſhame, to the moſt abominable and oppreſ- ' 
ſive debaucheries. The Requiſitiong were extended 
to the women. The wives of men Who had been 
condemned, were expoſed to every ſort of inſult 
and violence, from the foldiery, and the rabble of - 
the Clubs. The. wives. of emigrant citizens found 
no other means to eſcape the confiſcation of their 
l goods, impriſonment or execution, than that of 
throwing themſelves into the arms of monſters, till 
ſtained. 


* 
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ſtained with the blood of their deareſt relations. 
Others were compelled to marry the meaneſt of the 
Sant. culattes, and to contract, before the tree of li- 
berty, marriages the moſt odious and ignominious, 
to the violation of more ſacred ties which were wan- 
tonly aboliſhed by the new laws. 

Io impoſe upon ſtrangers, and upon the inhabi. 
tants of diſtant departments, the Repreſentatives and 
their creatures had recourſe: to à very baſe ſtrata- 
gem. The day that they name Decade, was that 
which they choſe for their pretended acts of clemen- 
cy. - Confidential members of the clubs, who were 
hired to act the part of ſpies, under the character of 
priſoners, were conſined, for ſome days previous to 
the Decade, in the cellars and other places of impri- 
ſcnnent. Theſe affected to complain of the tyranny 
by which they ſuffered, and of the fate that await- 
ed them. By this infamous artifice, they won the 
conſidence of thoſe miſerable creatures, who were, 
not fictitiouſly, the companions. of their captivity. 
When the term came, they were ſetat liberty amidſt 
the acclamations of the populace, and a diſcharge of 
artillery. They were conducted; in pomp, to their 
houſes : after which, they repaired before their com- 
mittees, to reveal the information which they had 
drawn from their fellows in conſinement, .- many of 


whom they had promiſed to ſerve. / 
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2 8 or merciful! ah! they covet 


no ſuch appellations, the piles of corpſes, aſhes, and 
ruins, with which they are, for ever, ſurrounded, - 


are t00-ſure a proof of this. Amidſt groans and 
tears, over the ruins of a great city demoliſhed by 


their hands, rejoicing in the barbarous pleaſure of 
deſtruction ; in theſe circumſtances, did they coolly 


deliberate upon the number of lives, which they 
ſhould cut off out of the department of the Rhone 
and Loire; and they fixed it at thirty thouſand ! 
And ſhall the deſire of the Jarobins be accompliſh- 
ed? Muſt Lyons be effaced from the earth? Muſt 
that city diſtinguiſhed by the juſtice of her cauſe, 


and by the exalted and intrepid courage with which 


ſhe maintained it,—be finally overwhelmed in hope- 
leſs ruin, by that murtherous faction which ſpreads 
deſolation and death over all France? No; it is not 
poſſible, that guilt ſhould conſummate ſo terrible a 
a triumph. The ſiege of Lyons, delayed, for ſome 


time, the ſtroke aimed againſt the life of the wife 


of Louis the Sixteenth : Lyons reſiſted, with unpa- 


ralleled galantry, all the enemies combined againſt 


her; And Lyons ſhall yet ariſe out cf her ruins, 
more glorious and ſplendid than ever. Some of 


the Lyonneſe {till ſurvive; their children have not 


all periſtied ; they ſhall not all periſh. Till their 
laſt breath, they will continue to cry aloud for the 
juſtice due to them,—for that vengeance which the 

| ek Mad 
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violated laws and injured humanity demand. The: 
moſt ſacred rights have been trampled upon, by a 
ſanguinary horde, who inſolently decree the deſo- 
Action of cities, and the maſfacre of the inhabitants. 
The ſhades of our murthered countrymen ſhall be 
avenged by the puniſhment of their aſſaſſins. In- 
ſtead of a colum̃n, inſcribed with a decree record- 
ing the murthers, the rapacity, and all the crimes 
of our aſſaſſins, they ſhall be recorded on a Guillotine 
which may remain to future ages, a monument to 
draw upon them the execration of all poſterity, In 
pledge for the accompliſhment of a hope ſo dear to 
our hearts, we have the juſtice of the Supreme Be- 
ing to rely upon; the conſent of all nations for 
their common defence; and our own courage, ready 
to brave every danger for the reſtoration of our pa- 
rent city, and for the regeneration of law, virtue, 
and ſocial order. 
Ho can any perſon ſuffer himſelf to be ſeduced 
by thoſe conſiderations which the enemies of huma- 
nity, of natural equity, and of truth, ſuggeſt, with 
a view to corrupt mankind, and thus to prolong 
the impunity of their robberies, and to ſecure to 
| themſelves, the enjoyment of plunder? How can any 
allow themſelves to ſuppoſe, that thoſe who arro- 
gantly aſſume the title of repreſentatives of the 
French Nation, do, in truth, expreſs its general 
£7 N 


SIEGE OF LYONS. | gr 


Will in their decrees? Or that, by attacking them, 
thoſe rights are infringed, which every nation has, to 
reform its own government, and alter its laws? Who 
does not know, that the ſect of the Jacobins raiſed 
aloft its monſtrous head, during the ſeſſions of the firſt 
National Aſſembly? That its infectious breath has 
ſince blaſted thoſe germs of national felicity, which 
wiſe laws, needful reform, and wholeſome inſtitu- 
tions, then appeared to promiſe to France? That, in 
the ſecond National Aſſembly, the Jacobins gained a 
fatal aſcendency which has deſtroyed all our hopes, 
and ſpread abroad diſorder, confuſion, and crimes 
innumerable? That thoſe who have thus wrought 
out the. deſtruction of France, have made the na- 
tion an accomplice in its pwn overthrow, by deluding 
Jophiſtry, have violated every moral reſtraint ; and 
have gradually uſurped tyrannical powers, more ab- 
ſolute and deſpotic, than thoſe of any tyrant whoſe 
memory has been preſerved in diary“ . 5 

M Who 


* The Jacobins upon 1 maſters of Lyons, adopted the fol- 
lowing formula for a preamble to their decrees; Thunder of God, in 
 *the name of the Repreſentatives of the People, and under pain of death, 
it is decreed, &c. With this revolutionary and republican ſtyle, bor- 
rowed from the famous Pere Ducheſne, they kindled up the fires of 
diſcord, inflamed the people with ſavage fury, renewed the barbariſm 
and ignorance of the dark ages, and ſtifled in every breaſt, thoſe ſenti- 
ments of honour, probity, and juſtice, which have hitherto been mig ; 
tained by religion, and public and private inſtruction, | 
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Who does not xnow, that the Convention which | 
ſucceeded the ſecond National Aſſembly, was com- 
poſed chiefly of ambitious Facobins, who aſpired to 


8 become members of the Convention, in order the 


ſooner to attain the grand end which they had in 


view? and that this end has been accompliſhed i in 
the overthrow of the throne, the invaſion of pro- 


perty, and in the aſſaſſination of all thoſe whoſe 
knowledge, virtue, and patriotiſm, rendered them 
hoſtile to the miſchief of Jacobiniſm? That the Con- 


vention has been entirely generated by faction, and 


owes its exiſtence to the members of the clubs, and 
t6 worthleſs ſcoundrels; who havin g ſucceeded i in 
keeping all enlightened and virtuous men at a dif- | 
tance from the primary aſſemblies, made the choice to 


| fall upon others whoſe diſpoſitions were known; and 


who were expected to drive from errour to errour, 


and from one degree of miſchief and misfortune, 


ſtill to another; and to ſubject it to all the tyranny 
of 'their faction: diſarming all whom they ſhould 
ſuſpect as. unfriendly to their projects; and ſeizing 
all the money in the kingdom; opening thouſands 


| of dungeons ; and diiplaying i in ELTF: Ry all 


the 9 of puniſhment *. wa 
Think, | 


2 Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing, than that a People who per- 
mitted the dethronement of a monarch, who wiſhed them to accept 
liberty, ſhould ſuffer the wretches of the Mountain, to become their | 
Tyr ants, 8 ̃ 
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Think not, that the general wiſhes and ſpirit of 
the people, are, to fight, and to conquer or die, in 
defence of that phantom of liberty which they ap- 
pear to idolize; and to which they are compelled 
to ſacriſice their glory, tranquillity, wealth, and 
exiſtence! Set them now at full liberty: give them, 
the plenary of their rights; let them reciprocally 
communicate their wiſhes to one another; let ter- 
rour and diſmay no longer unnerve their arms, or 
chill their heart land then the tyrants by whom 
they are now plundered and oppreſſed, will e ; 
be cut off from before them. 

Nations, ſuffer not yourſelves to be W by 
the falſe pretences of the partizans of that impious 
and murtherous ſe&, by thoſe few bloody-minded 
- men, who, without experience of the human heart, 

without knowledge of the fundamental principles of 
government, repeat to you, with effrontery, that the 
French are Republicans, and are determined to live 
and die Republicans ; who declaim with equal ig- 
norance and'prejudice, againſt the abuſes of autho- 
| rity under the old government, againſt the diſorder- 
ly morals of the Clergy, againſt the feebleneſs and 
the injuſtice of the courts of law,—in order to juſ- 
tify the crimes and barbarities of the Facobins ; as 
if the foundations of the republic were neceſſarily 
laid, in murther and conflagration, dungeons and 
Fan rapine and the deſtruction of cities; as if 


unbridled 2 — 
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unbridled licentiouſneſs, the diſregard of all aws 


|  tuman and divine, the violation of property, arbi- 
| trary ſentences of condemnation, and the profeſſion 


of Sans-culoltiſm, were the baſes of a republic; as if 
abuſes could not be reformed without the diſruption 
of all the ties by which men are combined in ſoci- 
<ty, and by the giving of themſelves up to their wild- 
eſt appetites and paſſions, for the ſecurity of their - 
| liberty: as if it were neceſſary to deſtroy all opinions 
that have. been received, ever ſince the inſtitution 
of ſociety, in order to revive and vindicate the na- 
tive rights of man; as if, becauſe, we lament the 
unhappy effects of religious fanaticiſm, and con- 
. demn religious perſecutions,—we were therefore at 
liberty to adopt, inſtead of it, a frantic patriotiſm, 
to urge on perſecutions the moſt atrocious and un- 
paralleled, to inflame the tranſports of that delirium 
which prompts to the darkeſt crimes, hardens the 
| Heart againſt remorſe, and excludes from it every 
ſentiment of juſtice and humanity,—all that gives 
truth and order to laws, or e and energy 
to governments ! 
What ideas can you entertain of thoſe ach 
legiſlators, who, after declaring and accepting a 
conſtitution, in the eſtabliſhment of which, the revo- 
jution was, by their account, to cloſe, —again declare 
the republic to be in a ſtate vf revolution, draw up 
a revalutionary code, eſtabliſh revolutionary tribu- 
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nals, put terrour in the order of the day, reduce 
law to filence, rouſe all the furies of wickedneſs 
and guilt, gather around them victims and EXECU= 
tioners, and deluge all the territories of France with 
blood? Let us not ſuppoſe, that they have been con- 
ſtrained to have recourſe to extremities, in order 
to regenerate what they called public ſpirit ; that 
they were obliged to deſtroy what was vicious, be- 
fore they could reform it; and that they will ſoon 
change the preſent diforder, and chaotic anarchy of 
France, to a ſtate of ſtable laws, virtuous manners, 
and beneficient government! Such inept and frivo- 
lous pretences ſhall not impoſe upon us. The rea- 
ſtabliſhment of order, the reſtoration of moral and 
political ſtructure, are not the work of a moment, 
but of ages. Thoſe who have overthrown, can ne- 
ver be fit perſons to reſtore it. Vain harangues can 
never impreſs due reſpect for the laws, or evince 
the neceſſity of an eſtabliſhed form of religious wor- 
ihip, or prove the utility of ſome reſtraining au- 
thority. Such a wondrous event will never be ac- 
compliſhed by men, who are continually contradic- 
ting themſelves, are faithful to nothing but their 
plans of deſtruction, and agree in nothing but * 


{ * , 
— — 


Nations! it is not againſt a free people, that you 
carry arms; you invade not the rights of a nation 
chat, but for you, would enjoy rights; you con- 


tend 
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tend only to reſtore to the French nation; thoſe | 
rights of which it has been deprived by the mean, 
and baſe arts of the factious and worthleſs. You 


march againſt robbers and aſſaſſins. Your efforts are 


made to ſnatch from their hands the uſurped ſcep- 
tre. You are the miniſters of juſtice, human and 
divine. From you the world expects an awful ex- 
ample of vengeance upon the execrable crimes that - 
ever diſhonoured and afflicted humanity. #4 
Conſider, that it concerns your deareſt intereſts, 
to repreſs them ſpeedily. The cauſe of France is 
yours: its fate threatens you. If its freedom and 
_ tranquillity be not reſtored ; if it be left under the 
power of tyrants; a ſwarm of factious and intri- 
guing men will ſpread through your hamlets and 
your cities. T hey will ſow abroad that ſorrow with 
which their own country is moſt deeply tainted, 
they will excite to ſedition, all thoſe among you, 
who being deſtitute of wiſdom, human virtue, or 
property, have nothing to loſe : have nothing but 
a worthleſs life, to riſk : and may, at the riſk. of it, 
perhaps ſeize, in the name of Liberty and Equality, 
the fruits of your toils and induſtry, and all the 
wealth with which your own ſervices or thoſe of 
your anceſtors haye been rewarded, with whatever 
patrimony may have been tranſmitted to you. Haſte 
then to oppoſe the rapid and overwhelming torrent 
by a mound which may for ever ſtop its courſe. 


Haſte 
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Haſte to dry up the ſource from whence it flows. 
Confider that from apathy, ſelfiſhneſs, and indiffe- 
rence, have the misfortunes of France had their 


firſt origin, as well as the ſucceſſes of thoſe by 


whom it has been fubjugated. : Meaſure your efforts 
and ſacrifices by the importance of the object in 


view, —or dread, leſt the ſame cauſes ſhould elſe- 
where F the 32 cileQs *. n 


* Among the dergymen of Lyons, perſecution produced only four 
apoſtates. All the reſt rather choſe death. One requeſted and ob- 
tained leave to die, the laſt of the thirty two that were condemned. 
To the laft, he gave them his exhortations, in thoſe painful moments. 


As the families of thoſe martyrs, and of thoſe Frenchmen who diſtin- | 
guiſhed themſelves during the ſiege, are till within the power of the 
| Jacobins; they cannot be here named; coo ans remain un- 


known to poſterity. 


One of the laſt decrees of the a ſequeſtrates the property | 


of all thoſe who have been ſuſpected of being enemies to the deeds of 


robbery ;—orders them to be detained in cuſtody, till a Peace; and 


declares that they are to be then ſent into baniſhment. This decree 
is the more remarkably abſurd, becauſe it is impoſſible to judge be- 
forehand, of the events to which it alludes. The French ſtill endure, 


vith aftoniſhing patience, a ſeryitude which afflicts them at once with 


almoſt all the ills by which humanity can ſuffer, —famine, civil war, 
the ſack of their principal cities, the expenditure. of their national 


wealth, and the emiſſion of a fictitious ſpecies of money, counterfeit 
in great part, and having the baſis on which its credit is founded, — 
every day more and more diminiſhed. 
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